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The following Anecdote from the Cincinnati Mirror, 
we have thought sufficiently interesting to be inserted 


in our Register, the more so as we have reason to be- | 
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and strict regard to engagement which was as remark- 
‘able in him as in Washington, entered the committee 
room; he found in it an elderly gentleman, lame, and 
having the appearance ofa French officer. The Amerié 


lieve that it is substantiully true, having conversed with | can at once introduced hemself as one of the committee 


a gentleman who held a confidential office under the 
‘United States, during the Revolutionary War, and who 
has told us that from circumstances within his*know- 


no doubt of the truth of what is here related, except as 
it refers to individuals, of which he has no recollection. 


AN ANECDOTE OF THE REVOLUTION. 


The year 1775 was to the civil, though not to the 
military councils of America, more rife wit) doubt and 
anxiety than those years which followed. The first 
battles had been fought—the first blood shed; the wea- 
pon of death was bared, andthe arm nerved to the 
contest: but it was the child arrayed against the parent, 
and many a patriotic heart bled at the seeming sacri- 
lege. 
and the nation, had been treated with contempt; and it 
was plain to all men that submission or resistance to the 
death must thenceforth be the choice. Yet few dream- 
ed of independence, and those to whom the dream did 
come, started at the dim, gigantic shade. The wise 
still wished to heal the breach: in the lauguage of on 
of the public addresses, ‘‘ though insulted and abused, 
they wished for reconciliation; though defamed as se- 
ditious, they were ready to obey the laws: what more 
could they say—what more could they offer?”’—But 
reconciliation was daily becoming more difficult; the 
gulf which sundered America from England was hour- 
y widening; but even when they saw that gulf impas- 
sable, there were few who dare! think America might 
stand alone, self-sustained—few who dared believe that 


she, an infant, could single handed, contend with the , 
Queen of nitions, ‘ the mistress of the ocean: and~ 


though to bow the neck and receive the yoke again, 
was what never entered their thoughts, yet annihila- 
tion, if not physically, at least politically and morally, 
did flit before their eyes, and make them burn in their 
sockets. 

The summer passed, and the melancholy autumn laid 
her hand upon the forest and field. The enemies of 
liberty took heart, while her friends shrank from her 
side. It was in the latter part of November, and even 
the calm Jay and the fiery Adams trembled for their 


country, when all were aroused by a message which | 


was sent to Congress, saying that there was a foreigner 
in Philadelphia, who wished to make to that body a 
confidential communication of great importance. At 
first Congress considered it beneath their dignity to no- 
tice a private, anonymous message of this kind; but af- 
ter it had been repeated several times, they at length 
appointed a committee, consisting of Benjamin Frank- 
lin, John Jay, and Thomas Jefferson, to hear what the 
foreigner wished to communicate, The committee 
agreed to meet the gentleman in one of the committee 
rooms in Carpenter’s hall. 

At the hour appointed, Mr. Jay, with that punctuality 

Vox, XVI. 25 





| referred to. 
| French gentleman began to open his business; but Mr. 


ledge, but which we are not at liberty to state, he has | 





The petitions and remonstrances of congress | 


who had been appointed to receive the communication 
With many thanks for his Kindness, the 


Jay desired that nothing might be said upon the sub- 
ject until those associated with him arrived; at his re- 
| quest the officer dropped the subject—but after a lit- 


| tle general conversation, again sk:Ifully approactied it, 
It 


Was a maxim of Jay’s to separate himself from his 
enemy: and it was his- practice never to commit him- 
self, and particularly upon public affairs, with a stran- 
ger: while therefore with that politeness and kindness 
which he could never be driven to abandon, he con- 
| tinued the conversation, he at once, by taking the lead, 


passed from America to Europe; and by direct inquiries 
which could not be evaded, he learned much of foreign 
| matters before his colleagues arrived; thereby making 
| him who had thought tobe the receiver, the giver. 


At length Franklin and Jefferson appeared, and the 
| committee declared themselves ready to hear the gen- 
_tieman who had met them, 
|  €* My friends,” said the officer, “‘ T have long looked 
with delight and enthusiasm at this noble people. My 
heart has yearned tobe with them,to consult with them, 
to do battle with them for the great principles of popu- 
lar freedom.” 
| * Ademagogue,” whispered Jefferson to Jay with a 
sneer. The Newyorker made noanswer; he was too 
wise, even at thirty, to think a man of course a dema- 
| gogue because he used the language that the hypocrite 
' affects to use. 
**T have fought,” continued the Frenchman, ‘for 
| these great principles in my own land; and were I but 
what [ once was, I should be proud to fight for them 
again in this land, with this virtaous people.” 
‘* Sir,” interrupted Mr. Jay, with that gravity which 
gave him while a youth, the tone and the manner of 
'age—*‘ we came to hear your communication.” 


| - The soldier bowed as if rebtiked, but his eye catight 
that of Jefferson, and with a Frenchman’s tact he read 
in its glance the spirit of the man. ‘“ My communica- 
‘tion?’ he continued, and he addressed his discourse to 
the Virginian,—-** my,co nmunication, gentlemen, shall 
be made; and if I have rightly guessed the spirit of the 
‘sons of this free land, if the master-minds of the South 
‘have their due weight in your councils”—(he bowed, ) 
**then will my communication be received with joy: 
but if the cold and nncontiding councils of the north” — 
**Stop, sir,” said Franklin, whose tongue had fill 
then been silent—‘‘we wish no reference to our 
councils, or our patriots—to your secret, sir, if you 
please, at once.” 


| The voice of the sage produced the desired result, 
| and the officer stated that the king of France had heard 
| with pleasure of their struggle for freedom, and stood 
‘ready to aidthem. ‘* By whose authority do you state 
| this?” said Mr. Jay. The Frenchman smiled, shrugged 
| his shoulders, and drawing his hand across his throat, 
‘said, ‘‘Gentlemen, I shall take care of my head,” ~ 




















































194 DANVILLE AND POTTSVILLE RAIL ROAD COMPANY. 


-—— 





{[Serrempta 


Se 
a 


** And how shall we be aided?” enquired Jay. “If you 
want arms, you shall have them; amunition, it is yours; 
money you may commandat any moment.” ‘* All this, 
my good friend,” said Jefferson, ‘is very well; but 
from what authority do you speak?” “Even to you, 
s'r,”’ said the French man, bowing, ‘‘ Even to you, I 
can only say, I must take care of my head,” and once 
more he drew his hand across his throat: no other an- 
swer could be obtained from him, and the interview 
ended. 

The Frenchman was seen no more publicly in Phila- 
delphia, nor was it known who he was, nor whither he 
went:—the impression of the committee was, that he 
was a secret emissary from the Frenel court,and on the 
29th of November, a secret committee of correspon- 
dence was appointed in consequence of that impres- 
sion. But though this meeting wasof some importance 
to the country directly, its indirect influence was, per- 
haps, much greater. As Jay and Jefferson went out 
from the committee room, they met John Adams, who 
was waiting to hear the result of the investigation.— 
**Is it all smoke?”’ said he to Jay,—but before that 

ntleman coukl answer, Jefferson exclaimed: ‘* No 

y wy faith, ’tis not smoke: or if it be, what does it 
prove but that there is fire somewhere? Jehn Adams, 
France will help us, with men, money,arms, anything.” 
**How so? did he bring letters?’ ‘*No, nor would 
not tell his authority even to me: but I’ll see the old 
man in private, and if we dont make his majesty of 
France, out of pure hatred te his royal brother of Eng- 

land, cat off the heads of all absolute monarchies, we 





‘trembling to the result of his actions. With the mate- 


rials of a great and good man, he has imbibed principles 
which may fester in his besom till his very excelleactes 
become deadly poisons,” 

The prophecy of Mr. Jay, was in great part fulfilled; 
whether his fears were also realized, it is for each one 
to judge;—but it is worthy of note that Jefferson, 
piqued at the advice of his associates, did seek the 
Frenchman, who was a disciple of the ultra-French 
liberals,and was by him made more fully acquainted with 
those principles which placed him in opposition to 
Washington, Jay, and Adams, became at length his 
guiding rules, and through him, to a great extent, the 


political creed of the United States. 
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STEAM TOW BOAT. 


Sept. 10. 


This afternoon at 4 o’clock, was launched from 
the ship yard of J. Vaughan & Son, Kensington, the 
elegant steamboat, Pennsylvania. She is intended to 
ply between this city and the Breakwater, for the pur- 
pose of towing vessels, and breaking the ice in winter. 
Her burthen is 300 tons, having two engines, each of 
100 horse power, coppered and copper fastened. We 
consider this vessel as one, in which the interests, 
of the whole mercantile community are interested, and 
as forming a new era in our foreign trade, She belongs 

| to ** the Philadelphia Steam Tow Boat Company.”— 
We learn that another vessel will shortly be commenc- 


must be young indeed.” ‘*Mr. Jefferson,” said Jay, 
** think a moment before you decide on seeing this man 
privately. Is it becoming in you, a member of the 
committee appointed to meet him publicly, to seek a | 
private interview with him”’ “ls it becoming!” re: | 
peated the proud Virginian, stepping back: ‘* let me 

ask, in return, if it is becoming in you, my junior, thus 
te advise me?—I know, sir, what is due my own honor, 
and my country’s.”” ‘Be not offended,’” said Jay, | 








ed for this Company. 
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DANVILLE AND POTTSVILLE RAIL ROAD 
COMPANY. 


To the President of the Danville and Pottsville rail 


road company. 


Sir, —I have the honor to hand you for the informa- 


calmly, ** you designated the man as a demagogue, and | tion of the Board, the following statement of the present 
k have much doubt of his honesty; he is, as 1 know by | condition of the work:— 


my conversation with him, previous to your arrival, a 
close diplomatist. ” 

“And shall I fear his diplomacy? What if he is a | 
demagogue? I cou'd be one myself fora consideration.” 
**I trust net,” said Jay: “from Absalom down, there 
never has been—from this time forth there never can 
be, an honest demagogue.” The face of the Virginian 
flushed, and perhaps his hand clenched, but he was 
not a man of war, and before he could speak, Adams 
took his arm. ‘' What’s all this pother?’” said the Bay- | 
man; ‘‘are you quarreliog? and at the moment when 

has given us hope of deliverance? Shame on you! 
Here’s the way opened to independence; the very aid 
we needed, given us without the asking; the helm put 
mto our hands, and do you dare have private feuds— 
personal differences? Why, hot head as I am myself, 
I could not do that, nor will I see it in another.” Mr. 
Jay at once put forth his hand: *:here is no spirit of 
discord in me,” ssid he, smiling; ‘* I was but seeking to 
convince Mr. Jefferson that he had better not see this 
foreigner in private.”” ‘* Of course not,” said Adams. 
“* Mr. Jefferson could not so demean himself.” ‘* Gen- 
tlemen,” replied Jefferson, separating from them, ‘1 
scarce know how to construe your language; but in the 
present condition of our affairs, I wish to make no pri- 
vate feud of consequence enough to be apparent, and I 
therefore leave you.” 

** John Adams,” said Jay, when they were alone, 
“that man is with us, and for us, but he is not of us. — 
I fear,—not his honesty or honor, but his discretion and 
judgment: he is beyond us, and I think beyond the 
true line, in respect to liberty:—and mark me, should 
we go through this struggle triumphantly,and by God’s 
help we shall, Thos. Jefferson and ourselves will be in 
very different ranks, and I shall look with fear and 


Since the date of my Iast report to the company the 
grading and masonry on the western division of the 
road have been completed, as well as the superstructure 
of the bridges, with the exception of the two across the 
Shamokin next to Sunbury. ‘These last have been de- 
layed, in consequence of the failure of the timber con- 
tractor to deliver in season some essential portions of his 
bill. The deficiency has been lately supplied, and 


| these bridges may now be expected to be completed in 


the course of three or four weeks. 

Agreeably to the instructions of the members of the 
Board then in Philadelphia, a contract was made on the 
Sist of July last, fur the iron, spikes, and end-plates 
necessary for the superstructure of fourteen miles of 
road next to Sunbury. 

The iron has been already shipped to Sunbury, and 
the sills and rails for the whole of the western division 
of the rail road had been previously provided, so that 
no delay will probably arise in laying down the four- 
teen miles of superstructure, which I have been in- 
structed to place under contract. ft is presumed that it 
will be completed at any rate in all this year, and that 
it may be used for the transportation of passengers on, 
or before, the first of January next. 

The grading of the portion of the rail road an the 
eastern division next to Mine run, which at the date of 
my last report it was announced had been contracted 
for, is also now completed, and the sills and rails and 
keys for this portion of the road are also delivered. 

The transportation of coal on the eastern division, it 
is known to the Board, was delayed in consequence of 
the failure of an imperfect shaft at the Mahanoy Plane, 
which was not replaced untilearly in July. Since then 
about twenty-eight hundred tons of coal have been con- 
veyed: over the road and shipped to this city. The 
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‘belief in their innocence; but were provoked at the 
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transportation of this quantity over the planes has ena- | bedience. Let usadd the particulars. The Superior 
bled us to test them completely, and they have answer- | they disobeyed was Frederick Résé, Bishop of Detroit, 
ed in every respect all our expectations, With the | Apostolic vicar of a certain District of this new world, 
exception of the failure above mentiened, which was’| and dispenser of the charities of the Austrian Leopold 
ascribable entirely to the use of inferior metal, and a} Foundation for the United States—a very authoritative 
bad arrangement of the pattern in casting by the foun-| personage no doubt. 
der, no accident of any kind has occurred. A female came about last January to be admitted a 
On the western division of the road, it seems to be} member of the St. Clare nunnery, but she was rejected 
almost unnecessary to lay down the superstructure be- | by the lady Superior. She had beem a member when 
tween the crossing of the centre turnpike and the coal | the establishment was on Grove Hill; but had to quit it 
mines, until some accommocation shall have been ob-| on account of a rumor which, whether true_or untrue, 
tained for the coal trade at Sunbury. The Board will! went near to ruin the whole concerra asa public school, 
probably deem it expedient to present an application on | Most peeple in Pittsburgh will recollect the case; but 
this subject to the next Legislature. If an appropria- | she bad been since in Michigan or in quarters unknown, 
tion should be made by that body to effect at this point | and came without any order to be accepted again.— 
a connection with the Pennsylvania canal, by means of | Failing in the first attempts, a peremptory order from 
a guard lock and basin, there can scarcely be a doubt| Bishop Résé was obtained, but the nuns here, for scru- 
that in a short time an active trade would exist on this| ples of conscience, or of reputation, or concern for their 
portion of the Rail Road. school, or all combined, still refused to admit the ob- 
Agreeably to the instructions of the Board, surveys! noxious sister. 
have been made with a view to the construction of the | When that sister came here 7 or 8 years ago it is said 
Bail Read between Mount Carbon and Port Clinton.— | she was in men’s attire, and accompanied by a priest— 
The estimates of the cost of the same are not completed, | if so, that circumstance should have then excluded her 
but the distance it is ascertained will be less than by | from any institution intended for the education of girls; 
either the turnpike or canal; and the cost per mile will | and this opinion we believe Bishop Kenrick has himself 
certainly be much less than that of a rail road along | expressed. 
any other portion of the valley of the Schuylkill, of! Her character we do not pretend to judge, but it was 
equal extent. exceedingly objectionable in the eyes of the Superior; 
All which is repectfully submitted. and the most probable, as well as most excusable, ace 
M. ROBINSON, C. E. | count of the matter was, that she was sent here with 
. . , | the purpose of breaking up the establishment, and 
Philadelphia, Sept, 10th, 1835, | Comneane the nuns all to remove to Michigan. It is 
| understood to have been Bishop Résé’s intention for 
‘ | some time to have discontinued the nunnory here, te 
Frame Hin, eae Geneptp. | place its inmates at Detroit;—and why ay tilecbened 
ST. CLARE NUNNERY. | him in regard to that plan, is a matter not yet explain. 


We publish to-day the article trom the Times, which | ©, : 2 , 
was ined to yesterday, and have added two aotes,| _, !he agents appointed by the Bishop to execute his 
as-corrections or rather modifications of passages in the plan were the two Roman Catholics mentioned in Mr, 


statement. These notes were added at the suggestion | O’ Reilley’s note; and though they seemed to have adopt- 
_ed a cruel procedure, we have no reason to suppose 


- i, ena who was well acquainted with the oc- | that it was from malice, or that they exceeded their in- 
structions, 

These ey set up Aen sung: the poss et the 

. St. r . _ | houses, lands, &c., of their establishment belonged to 
Suppressign of the St. Clare ee # ieee | Bishop Résé, and the chattels to the lady Abbess at De- 

We propose to state every thing that is necessary to troit; and possession of the whole was demanded and 
give the public a fair view of this matter. Very errone- refused. A system of intimidation and vexation was 
ous accounts are circulating widely, even in the remot- | then adopted towards the nuns, part of which was the 
est parts of the Union; while it has been the source of | of; repeated attempt of forcing the stray nun into their 
many unjust reflections—a fountain of bitterness amidst | egmmunit y. Another part of that system—or certainly 
the society of this city. We are utterly incapable of} in connection with it, was the rumor charging some of 
dragging private individuals before the public for use- | the nuns with unchastity. It was mentioned by one of 
less exposure—and particularly defenceless women.— | those Roman Catholic agents of Bishop Rese, who said 
Our wish is, not to wound but to relieve—and in doing | je jad it from another Catholic, alledging that that per- 
this it is necessary to show whut the infliction has been. | son heard it from a protestant—so far however we have © 
The Times has been the only paper called upon by re-| not been able to trace it beyond the agent, who stated it 
mote editors; and we shall not forfeit their confidence | fg she physician in attendance at the nunnery, and toa 
in our ‘‘ fearlessness,” nor our own claim to truth and protestant parent who had a daughter at the nunnery— 
liberality. . . assigning it as a reason why the girl should be removed.* 

Both the nuns and Priest O’Reilley have been wronged! An individual nun wa$ even indicated to whom the 
undoubtedly, in regard to the main point of the rumor, | ;ymor was pointed; so that a suit could be laid in the 
and we at first noticed the matter only to express our | case: and if suits had been brought against the origina- 
tors of the rumor, instead of going out, vindictively as 
: we thought, to catch persons in tlie protestant commu- 
tered; apparently to arrest allscrutiny and remark; and | nity who were retailing the rumor, it would have look- 
the still more obnoxious appeal of Mr. O’Rielley to the | ed more like a disposition to have justice, instead of 
public, attempting to excite prejudices against the ad- revenge; and if no suits had been instituted at all, it was 
versaries he was making to himself. All this seemed to | g plain case, where the press could have effectually es- 
forfeit that claim to a newspaper acquittal which we | tablished the innocence of the nuns and Mr. Q’Reilley: 
7 otherwise have freely conceded to him and to| Instead of which the whole country is filled with revolt 

e nuns. i inst them, 

Bishop Peter Richard Kenrick of Philadelphia has eres A i ooting of impro- 
officially and truly stated that the St. Clare wae were me sonar Aaniiin sep es . 
under censure for disobedience to their superior, and 
their removal, or the suppression of the establishment, 
was the conseqaence of their persistence in that diso- 

















very injudicious eagerness with which suits were en- 
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* A Protestant was advised by the agent to remove 
his daughter before the scandal was talked, 
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per intimacy with those nuns, maintained a rather hos- 
tile attitude; having tuken part with Bishop Résé in the 
matter: so that although he was no doubt innocent of 
the charge imputed to him, yet the ungallant part, to 
say the least of it, which he acted towards those distress- 
ed and helpless women, carried a kind of moral fitness 
in that retribution which brought the poisoned chalice 
to his own lips. 

The contest between the nuns and the agents of the 
bishop lasted until the beginning of July, during which 
time an appeal against the b‘shop’s order was pending 
before the papal court; having been submitted by the 
nuns through their officiating priest Van de Wyer, who 
lived inthe nunnery. Ilowever they were not allowed 
to wait for the Pope’s decision. ‘The bishop’s agents 
being perhaps onwilling to exercise the necessary 
amount of authority of harshness to drive the nuns 
away, his Apostolic vicarship, was obliged to come 
himself and end the dispute. An action of ejectment 
was entered against the nuns—at least they were told 
80; but without waiting for the law’s delay, the bishop 
went and turned them cut of doors to seek a new abode 
wherever they could find one.* 

This is an affair which is represented as having been 
the work of a protestant mob—and as for the idle tale 
about a living infant, and a repository of infant’s bones, 
said to have been found, we believe it is without the 
slightest foundation. Yet it happened that a dead 
infant (since claimed by Mr. Shiel) was mysteriously 
carried at night over the Alleghany bridge, to be inter- 
red at the Roman Catholic burying ground, just as the 
rumors we have referred to were getting into general 
circulation. ‘Tie foolish mistification and lies resorted 
to in regard to that infant, caused intense suspicions; 
andin fact produced a general public excitement. The 
whole affair was connected with the bresking up of the 
nunnery; and the absence of Mr. O’Reilley involved his 
character in the catastrophe. 

In all quarrels there is ground for censure somewhere 
and we presume not in this case to decide where. 
That disobedience in the nuns which consisted in refus- 
ing to admit the obncxious nun, under all the circum- 
stances (even supposing her to be the innocent victim 
of rumour) was an act of heroism which public senti- 
ment would sustain ; but the refusal to romove to Mi- 
chigan, if it concerned the public at all, would need 
explanation. 

Not knowing the hidden springs of the bishop’s poli- 
cy, we see only the revolting fact of an alien church 
dignitary crushing helpless women; dispossessing them, 
without the forms of law, of that home and property 
to which they had clearly the legal right of possession, 
by a course of procedure which involved, whether 
intentionally or not, the temporary havoc of their cha- 
racters. 


from their habitations, were caused by some moral de- 
linquency, such as rumor had charged upon them. The 
statement which bishop Kenrick, with great propriety, 
has recently made, will remove this impression from 
the public mind. 

As physician at the seminary for the last two years, 
some persons have perhaps reasonably enough suppos- 
ed, that my knowledge of its affairs might serve, in 
some measure, to affirm or disprove the charge so very 
freely made against the persons residing there. The 
mete possibility that my continued silence might, in 
the least degree, add to the force of unfounded rumor, 
will excuse me, with an intelligent community, for sus- 
taining as far I can, with truth, the claims of injured 
persons. During my attendance for the time mention- 
ed, embracing numerous visits, and treatment of all de- 
scriptions of persons in the house, I had not at any time 
cause to believe that they had violated the obligations 
of morality, as charged upon them by rumors, or in 
any other way for which they should incur the public 
censure, as they seem to have done. Until harsh mea- 
sures were taken to suspend the institution, (which 
were certainly opposed: with some feeling by its mem- 
bers,) I witnessed nothing there inconsistent with gene- 
ral good order. 


What portion of the rumour above referred to, origi- 
nated (without design of course,) in the disorderly 
steps taken to destroy the seminary, and remove the 
persons who conducted it from their habitation, it is 
impossible to say with certainty. But it is unfortunately 
too true, as a general fact, that spoliation of goods, and 
loss of reputation, go hand in hand, and not unfrequent- 
ly the one gives sanction to the other. 


The name of the Rev. Mr. O’Reilley has been used 
in the almost indiscriminate clamor respecting the “nun- 
nery.”” It is right this injured gentleman should have 
the benefit of what I have known. I believe he was 
seldom there, and was certainly not among its friends. 
The Rev. Mr. Van de Wyer, a worthy old gentleman, 
(so far us I know,) resided in a remote wing of the 
building, and was chaplain of the community for the 
last two years, and perhaps longer. If any one is held 
responsible for the spiritual oversight of the house, he 
should and may be so considered. I mention this fact 
as well for its truth and just application to the subject, 
as to show the blindness of rumour, which fortunately 
for character, selects for its victim, the one best shield- 
ed from its power. General rumor has amplified itself 
on this entire subject without judgment, with little 
mercy, and in my opinion, (founded on some knowledge 
of facts,) with no truth to guide it in its aspersions un 

ersonal character. In conclusion, | had no objection 
to the removal of the institution, but not for the reasons 
assigned. The resistance, by the members, of their 

‘ . | provincial, which has forfeited to them his protection 

We have now given what we regard as the true view | and their home, was an act of self-defence highly 
of the case; we have done this to mitigate, not to exas- praiseworthy. H. D. SELLERS, M. D. 
perate scandal; and as wethave not a shadow of un- August 1, 1835. 
friendly eitea feeling towards any of the persons : 
concerned, we shall correct any error, if there is any, ————— 
in our account—presuming that no request relative to | 





it will be sent, without being expressed in gentlemanly From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
Bc: PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
i _ Thursday evening, Sept. 10, 1835, 
“THE SISTERS OF ST. CLARE,” PITTSBURGH. . SELECT COUNCIL. 
Ty the Public. The President presented a communication, signed by 


sundry citizens, requesting that the curbing and paving 


; : IS: | of Smith’s alley may be delayed, until said alley is 
ters of St. Clare,” from their residence on the hill, | opened to Chester street. Keferred to Committee on 


near this city, having taken place when evil reports Paving, with power to act. 

respecting them were prevalent, conveyed theimpres-| Mr, McCreedy offered the following resolution, which 

sion that censures from their superior, with expulsion | was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the City Commissioners, under the 
* The bishop was here when the obnoxious nun was/j direction of the Paving Commitiee, be and they are 

forced in, but it was after he left here that the commu-| hereby authorised to have Girard street paved. 

nity was forced out by his agents. Common Council concurred, ; 


The ejection of the community known as the “Sis- 
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- The bill from Common Council, for the erection of a 
Market House in High street west of Broad, was taken 
up for consideration, on motion of Mr, Price. 

The question being taken on the first section by ayes 
and nays, the ordinance was negatived by the following 
vote: Ayes—Messrs. Lewis, Lippincott, McCreedy, 
Price, 4. Nays—Keating, Meredith, Wetherill, Wei- 
gand, 4. ; 


COMMON COUNCIL. 


In the absence of the President, Mr. Chandler was 
called to the chair, 

Mr. Yarnall, from the Committee on Markets, made 
a report on the petitions complaining of the operations | 
of the market ordinance, with an ordinance relating to 
the same, which was taken up for consideration and 
agreed to. Select Council concurred. 

Mr. Hutchinson, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, made the following report, the 
resolution attached to which was agreed to, and con- 
curred in by Select Council. 

The committee appointed to inquire in the expedien- 
cy of making more suitable accommodations for the | 
following city officers, viz: City reasurer, City Re- | 
cording Surveyor, and Treasurer of the Girard ‘lrusts, | 
and also for the different committees of Councils re- 
port: 

That early attention was given to the subject referred 
to them, and in the examination it was apparent thata | 
great convenience would arise to the corporation and 
to our citizens in the transaction of public business if | 
more suitable accommodations could be made for the | 
officers and committees as mentioned in the resolution. 


The existing arrangement is as follows: 








The City Treasurer occupies the corner room, first | - 





have been willing to defer a further consideration of a 
permanent location, from a strong impression that the 
time is not distant, when the attention of our citizens 
will be directed to the erection of a building, which will 
furnish ample accommodation for all the city officers; 
and at the same time be a useful ornament te our city. 

The increasing trade of the Schuylkill, ard the ex- 
tension of buildings west of Broad street, fornish strong 
evidence in favor of the site for the erection of a City 
Hall, as designated by the wise founder of our city, on 
one section of Penn Square. 

That the increasing population’ of the western por- 
tion of our corporation limits, will urge their claims for 
the transaction of the public business more central, 
cannot be doubted; and in the anticipation of such a re- 
sult, your committee are of opinion, that the City Trea- 
surer and the Committees of Councils, "must continue 
with their present accommodations. 

The Commissioners of the Girard Estates, being au- 
thorised to occupy any suitable building belonging to 
the estate for the purpose of conducting the business, 
the providing more suitable accommodations for the 
Treasurer of the Funds, would probably come under 
their direction. 

The remaining office is that of the |Recording Sur- 
veyor,’and your committee have been at some loss.to 
reconcile any good cause which influenced Councilsin 
1825, to authorise the removal of those important pub- 
lic documents from the City Hall, to the private resi- 
dence of the Recording Surveyor. 

The high confidence reposed in the Recording Sur- 
veyor at the time this change was made, and the con- 
tinued deserved confidence that is reposed, has per- 


| mitted this important subject to rest upon its present 


inconvenient arrangemnt for the public. 
In the event of the decease of the present efficint 





















floor of the City Hall, which is too smallto admit of | officer, it must be evident that great difficulty will 

additional Fire Proof Closets, the same having become | exist in a proper understanding of the valuable public 

necessary fora proper arrangement of the books and | property now in his charge; with this view the commit- 

papers under his charge. | tee would recommend a change that would be calculated 
The office of the City Recording Surveyor is at his | to serve greatly the public convenience. 


private residence, where, by the urdinance of February- 
2d, 1835, he was authorised to move from the room 
in the north-west corner, 2d floor, of the City Hall, all | 
the books, maps, papers and documents appertaining | 

| 





to the Surveyor, or Regulator’s office, until Councils 
should otherwise direct. 

The Treasurer of the Girard Trus's occupies the first | 
floor of one of the valuable buildings of the Estate, on | 


For the present, a suitable building could be rented, 
secured from fire, in which the Recording Surveyors 
office could be established, and the same building could 
probably accommodate the Treasurer of the Girard 
Trusts, 

Your committee therefore offer the following resolu- 
tion:— 

Resolved, That the special committee on more suita- 










Chesnut street, east of Fifth street; and for want of a| ble accommodations for the city officers, be and-they 
fire proof, he is obliged daily to remove the most valu- | are hereby authorised to rent a suitable building, and 
able books and papers to a neighboring bank. | have the same prepared with sufficient fire proof clus- 
No suitable place is provided for the meetings of the | ets, under the advice and assistance of the City Record- 
Committees of Councils; they are therefore held in the | ing Surveyor; and when suitably prepared, to have all 
several public offices, frequently with much inconveni- | the maps, papers and documents appertaining to the : 


ence. ; . : | Surveyor and Regulators of the city removed thereto 
The peculiar location of the offices which oceasioned | and suitably arranged. 


the appointment of this committee, induced them to| Phadelphia, Aug. 10th, 1835. 

come to an early decision as to the absolute necessity JAMES HUTCHINSON, 

of furnish ng relief; but the difficulty of finding a suita- | RICHARD PRICE, 

ble site upon which a building could be erected, afford. | L. LAMB, 

ing suitable accommodations, was greater than had been | JOHN P. WETHERILL, 
anticipated, the vacant lot on the east side of Filth | JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 
street, north of Chesnut street, a part of the Girard JOS. R. CHANDLER, 
Estate, was the only location that appeared suitable; Committee. 
and your committee procured the plan and estimate of | pr, Paul, from the committee on City Hall and State 
a plain buildirg, calculated to afford the needful con-!| fouse, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas 
veniences required fur the Treasurers, Surveyor and | Downing, asking an increase of pay, make a report fa- 
Committees; and the same would have been long since | yorable to the petition, with a resolution directing his 


















submitted to the consideration of Councils, had not the 
pending“difficulty as respects the title of the ground 
prevented, and as the said title is under a judicial inves- 
tigation, subject to the delay «nd uncertainty of the law; 
your committee have been compelled to abandon their 
views on this point for the present. 

Other propositions were duly considered without 
producing any satisfactory result, and your committee | 


salary to be increased to 25 dollars per month, Agreed 
to. Select Council concurred. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on accounts, made 
a report on the accounts of the city commissioners and 
city clerk, and also on the bill of Isaiah Lukens, for 
sundry repairs done to the clock at St. Augustine’s 
chapel—the same being found correct. 
The ordinance providing for the erection of a market 
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house in High street, west of Broad, was taken up for 
consideration, on motion of Mr. Yarnall, considered and 
ssed. 

The ordinance relating to the pay of the city watch, 
was taken up on motion of Dr, Huston, considered and 
agreed to. 

Common Council then took up for consideration, the 
ordinance for auditing and controlling the expenditures 
of the city, the debate on which was not concluded 
when Council adjourned. 


Thursday evening, Sept. 17. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Wetherill presented a petition for repaving Black 
Horse alley. Referred to paving committee. 

Mr. McUreedy a petition, numerously signed, for an 
additional market house in High, west of Broad street. 
Referred to the market committee. 

Mr. Price a petition from Philip Banks, one of the 
city watch, praying for compensation during the time 
he was suspended from duty by the Mayor, Referred 
to committee on lighting and watching. 

The President presented a communication from Wm. 
Corfield, attorney of Dr. R. M. Mears, in relation to a 
water right owned by the latter, in the vicinity of Gi- 
rard College. Referred to the building comn ittee of 
Girard College. 

Mr. Wetherill, from the committee on Fire Compa- 
nies, made a report on the-state of the fire apparatus of 
the city, which is spoken of in the highest terms of 
praise. From this report it appears that the number of 
Engine Companies is 13, Hose Companies 14—number 
of active members of the several companies 1258, ho- 
norary members 853. The total amount of hose pos- 





morning of the 24th inst. for the purpose of proceeding 
in a body, with their fellow citizens, tohear the eulogy 
pronounced. The resolution was agreed to, and con- 
curred in by Select Council. 

Council resumed the consideration of the Ordinance 
for auditing and controlling the city expenditures, and 
the same having passed through its several readings, 
and received various amendments, was finally passed. 

Mr. Gilder called up for consideration the ordinance 
granting permission to Michael McMackin to lay an 
iron pipe from his premises in Pine street to the public 
sewer. Read three times and agreed to. Select Councii 
concurred, 
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(Continued frum page 158.) 
CHAPTER VI. 


Abrogation of the Charter of the College by the Penn- 
sylvania Legislature. 


I have before alluded to the suspension of the duties 
of the College, in consequence of the occupation of 
Philadelphia by the British army, and to their resump- 
tion immediately after the city was evacuated. The 
schools were closed in the month of June, 1777, and 
were again opened in September of the following year. 
‘ts he institution, however, had been but a short time in 
renewed operation, when it experienced, in the disposi- 
tion of the prevailing political party and of their repre- 
rentatives in the legislature, an hostility much more in- 


jurious to its interests than the presence of the enemy. 


The causes of this hostility it is difficult, at the present 
time, exactly to understand. The provost, who, from 
his long and very important services, and the successes 
with which his exertions had been attended, was, in the 


sessed by all the companies is 22,170 feet equal to 44 | public estimation, almost identified with the school 
miles. Appended to the report was an ordinance | itself, had, by his attachment to the proprietors, in their 
appropriating the sum of $8,100 to the fire »ppasratus, | former disputes with the legislature, rendered himself 
being $300 to each company; also, a resolution, declar- | highly unpopular with a numerous party before the war; 
ing that the present number of fire companies is amply | and his foreign birth, his clerical office in the English 
sufficient for the protection of the city—both of which | church, the honours he had received from the royal 
peased Select and Common Council, by an unanimous | university of Oxford, and the favour in which he stuod 


vote. * 

The following resolution,- offered by Mr. Keating, 
and adopted at the lst meeting of Councils,’ was omit- 
ted in our last report. 

Resolvcd, That the committee on markets be instruct- 





with men of high station in Great Britain, were circum- 
stances which, as they might naturally give his partiali- 
ties a direction towards the mother country, tended no 
doubt, at the commencement of the revolution, to in- 
crease the enemity of thuse who were attached to the 
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ed to enquire and report whether a suitable location for cause of independence. Among the trustees of the 
a market west of Broad street, may not be obtained on | college, also, were many who were known to be unfa- 
reasonable terms, without encroaching upon the public | vourable to the new order of things, some of whom in- 
streets, | deed had left the country and openly joined the enemy. 
— | When to these considerations we add the fact, that the 
. institution had been fostered by English lberality, had 
COMMON COUNCIL. been largely endowed by the proprietors, and had even 
In the absencé of the President, Mr. Chandler was  ¢»joyed the smiles of the king, while from the legisla- 
called to the chair. | ture of the colony it had experienced only neglect, we 
Petitions, in character similar to those noticed under | C49 feel no surprise that it should have been suspected 
the head of Select Councij, were presented by Mr. Gil- | of a strong attachment to the royal interest, and there- 
der, Warner and Wright, and referred to the appropri- fore regarded by many with feelings of unkindness and 
ate committees. distrust. paid wa 
‘The Chair presented a petition from persons occu- |, But whatever may have been the inclinations of those 
pying stands in the Second street market, for the sale | in whom the direction of its affairs resided, no public 
of county produce, praying for an alteration in the | act had been committed which could afford ground for 
Market ordinances. Referred to the market commit- | Offence. On the contrary, care was taken to cultivate 
tee. the good will of the new authorities; and at the com- 
Mr. Williams, from the special committee appointed | mencement which succeeded the first assemblage of the 
to make arrangements for the eulogy on the le‘e Chief Continental congress in Philadelphia, the delegates, by 


Justice Marshall, by the Hon. Horace Binney, made a | the invitation of the trustees, proceeded in a body from - 


report-stating that Thursday, 24th inst. and the Musi- | the State House to the college, and thus gave it a strong 
cal Fund Hall, had been fixed upon as the time and | testimony of their approval. 1 

place for the proposed oration. Appended to the re- Vo guard still further against the effects of that politi- 
port was a resolution requesting the members of both | cal excitement which, there was reason to fear, might 
Councils to meet at the City Hall, at 104 o’clock on the | be directed fatally against the institution, it had been 
provided by those interested in its favour, that the sanc- 
tion 8f positive law should be brought in aid of its other 
*For Report on Fire Companies, see next Number. claims to the respect at least, if not to the support of the 
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citizens, In the summer of 1776,while the convention of 
Pennsylvania was engaged in framing a constitution for 
the government of the commonwealth, Dr. Smith, having 
assembled at his house a few gentlemen connected with 


corporate bodies,proposed that they should endeavour to | 


procure the insertion in the constitution of an article, se- 
curing the inviolability of chartered rights. Such an article 
drawn up by Dr. Smith, was approved by the meeting; 
and Dr. Franklin, who was present, undertuok to pro- 
cure its adoption by the convention, over which body 
he presided, and in the councils of which he was known 
to, possess considerable influence, Hence originrted 
that clause of the constitution of 1776, which secured 
to all societies ‘* incorporated for the advancement of 
religion and learning, or for other pious o~ charitable 
purposes,” the enjoyment of those rights and privileges 
of which they were possessed under the former laws of 
the commonwealth. But, to use the language of the 
venerable Bishop White, who was one of the gentlemen 
assembled at Dr. Smith’s, and from whom the above 
account was derived, “ the event showed of what little 
effect are provisions put on paper when they interfere 
with the views of a dom nant party in politics.” 

The first symptom of any dispos:tion in the public 
authorities to interfere in the concerns of the college, 
was exhibited in a vote of the general assembly, in the 
month of February, 1779, directing an inquiry into the 
rise, design, and condition of the institution, and ap- 
pointing a committee for this purpose, with the custo- 
mary powers to send for persons and papers. In an- 


! . aE ; 
| offices in the institution, the trustees, provost, vice- 


| provost, professors, and all others attached to it by any 
| tie of authority or dependence. It is true that a pre-~ 
| paratory committee was appointed; and, when the 
charges were brought before the house, the trustees 
were allowed to appear by council in their defence: 
but the committee seems to have been chosen rather 
to search for matter of accusation than to investigate 
the truth; and it was but a show of justice to hear the 
representations of the accused, when the resolution was 
already firmly taken to disregard them. 

The charges brought forward by the committee in 
their report, from which two out of their number were 
sufficiently consciencious to express their dissent, were 
chiefly the following :—that an oath of allegiance to the 
British government was, by the charter, a-neces- 
sary prerequisite to any official act; that several of the 
trustees, having joined the British army, stood attain- 
ed as traitors, and others had not, by taking the test, 
qualified themselves legally to fulfil the duties of their 
office; that the corporation had shown in its conduct an 
evident hostility to the government and constitution of 
the state; that its funds were utterly inadequate to the 
proper support of a seminary of learning; and finally, 
that the original and fundamental principle-of the col- 
lege, by which it was bound to afford perfect equality 
of privileges to all religious denominations, had not 
been fully maintained. 

The frivolity of these charges will be rendered evi- 
dent by the slightest examination. The oath of alle- 


swer to questions proposed by this commi'tee, a long | giance demanded by the charter was abrogated by the 


paper was, at the desire of the board, drawn up by Dr. 
Smith, which was inserted in the minutes, and contains 


| revolution, with all other oaths which connected the 


| provinces with the mother country. The political con- 
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an ample account of the origin of the school, the mo- | duct and opinions of individual members of the board 
tives and principles of its establishment, the success | could operate only to their own disfranchisement,not to 
which had attended its efforts, and the state of its af- | the injury of those who remained, nor to the de struc- 
fairs at the time of the-investigation. From this paper ‘tion of the corporate rights of the whole body. The al- 
many of the details of the present history have been | leged hostility of the corporation to the government and 
derived; and it will be readily judged, by those who constitution of the state was a matter altogether of feel- 


may lave purused the preceding statements, that no- ing, and could not be proved by any public or private 










thing but a predetermined resolution to admit of no jus- 
tification would have resisted the plain evidence of the 
facts which it advanced in favour of the college. Nor 
is it impossible that some impression may have been 
produced by it upon the minds of the members of as- 
sembly ; for either on this account, or from the press of 
more important business, an adjournment of the legisla- 
ture took place, without any decision on the subject. — 
But the fate of the institution was only postponed for a 
few months, At the opening of the next session, in the 
month of September, its affairs were again brought be- 
fore the legislature in the message of Mr. Reed, presi- 
dent of the executive council The obligation of the 
oath of allegiance to the king of Great Britain exacted 
by the charter; an indisposition on the part of the trus- 
tees to seek the aid of the new government for an esta- 
blishment consistent with the principles of the revolu- 
tion; and a general inattention, in the management of 
the school, to the interests of this government, were al- 
leged in the message as reasonable grounds for legisla- 
tive interference; and the lawfulness of such interfe- 


‘act of the body accused. A careful examination of the 
| minutes of the board will on the contrary evince, that 
care was taken to avoid a!l political interference; and 
| submission to the laws enacted by the new government 
‘should have been accepted as a sufficient evidence of 
allegiance, without an invidious and inquisitorial exami- 
| nation into private feeling and opinion. The inade- 
| quacy of the funds to the proper support of the school, 
| though an excellent reason for legislative assistance, 
certainly afforded no excuse for taking away the little 
of which it was already in possession. The last accu- 
sation, that of religious partiality, was the most serious; 
as it involved a violation of the fundamental laws of the 
institution, an evident departure from the intention of 
the founders, and an infringement of those conditions 
upon which the contributions of the benevolent had at 
different periods been so largely obtained. According- 
ly, this was the only charge which the legislature 
thought proper to countenance by adoption into the 
preamble of their act; and upon this, together with 
their general right of controlling the operation of seimi- 



























rence was maintained upon the principle, that,.in the | naries of learning, derived from their beneficial or inju- 
revolution of states, it becomes not only allowable, but | rious influence, accerding as they are well or ill con- 
necessary, so to modify pre-existing corporations, whe- | ducted, over the peace and welfare of society, they 
ther civil, literary, or religious, as to bring them into grounded their proceedings in the present case. 
harmony with the new political arrangements. ‘ The following are the first two sections of the act:— 
Uniortunately for the college, Dr. Franklin, who was| ** Whereas the education of youth bas ever been 
one of its most influential trustees, was now absent in | found to be of the most essential consequence, as well 
Europe; and the activity of its enemies, which might to the good government of states, and the peace and 
have been restrained by his presence and authority, | welfare of society, as to the profit and ornament of indi- 
was allowed full scope to display itself. The assembly | viduals, insomuch that from the experience of all ages, 
seems not to have required the instigation of the pre- | it appears that seminaries of learning, when properly 
sident to sharpen its animosity, or to invigorate its pro- | conducted, have been public blessings to mankind, and 
ceedings; for with a precipitation unusual in a matter | that on the contrary, when in the hands of dangerous 
80 iMpourtunt and so little requiring baste, a law was | and disaffected men, they have troubled the peace of 
enacted, abrogating _in fact the former charters | society, shaken the government, and often caused tu- 
granted by the proprietors, and removing from their | mult, sedition,and bloodshed: And whereas the college, 
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academy, and charitable school of the city of Philadel. | clause of the declaration itself, by every new trustee af- 
phia, were at first founded on a plan of free and unlim- | ter his election, and befare he could be admitted toa 
ited catholicism; but it appears that the trustees there- | seat at the board.* In their answer to the Archbishop, 
of, by a vote or by-law of their board, bearing date the | copied into the minutes of June 14th, 1764,the trustees, 
14th day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand | afier expressing their thanks for his attention to the 
seven pd and sixty-four, have departed from the | prosperity of their schvol, and announcing their com- 
plan of the original founders, and narrowed the founda-| pliance with his advice, take occasion to observe, that 
tion of the said instiiution. Be it therefore enact- | they should always evince towards the national church 
ed, &c.” every mark of regard consistent with their faith pledg- 
Now from an examination of the minutes of the board | ed to other religious denominations,and with that plan of 
of trustees on the day referred to, so far from discover- } Christian liberty upon which the institution was founded. 
ing any vote or resolve which, by the severest construc- A similar sentiment is expressed in their letters to Dr. 
tion, would give the least countenance to the charge of | Chandler and the proprictors, also copied into the mi- 
“ narrowing the foundation” of the college, we find | nutes of June 14th; and in no other part of the minutes 
abundant evidence of a determination on the part of | of that date, exceptin the joint letter and document 
the board to * adhere strictly to the faith pledgedto all | above alluded to, is any reference whatever made to 
religious denominations.” difference of religious persuasion. Upon the passages 
Dr. Smith, on his retura from England, after having | here referred to, the legislature must have rested their 
completed the great collection in that country,brought | accusation; and a more striking instance could hardly 
with him a letter to the board, signed by the Archbish- | be offered of that blindness and perversion of judgment 
op of Canterbury, by the proprietors of Pennsylvania, to which the best men are liable, when under the influ- 
and by Dr. Chandler, the object of which was to repre- | ence of violent political excitement. 
sent to the trustees, the propriety of adopting ‘a fun-| But even admitting that the legislature might have had 
damental rule or declaration,” binding themselves to | cause of dissatisfaction in the management of the semina- 
preserve inviolate, the original broad and liberal plan | Ty; admitting also that,during the struggles of a great re- 
of the seminary, and thus preventing those unpleasant | volution,the government has a right to modify pre-exist- 
jealousies and contentions, which could not but spring | ing chartered institutions, so as to bring them into per- 
from a suspicion of undue partiality to any one religious | fect harmony with the new order of affairs; yet, in the 
sect.* The sentiments of the letter were approved by | present case, the rigit to such interference was express- 
the board, and a declaration of the nature desired ha- | ly denied by the very instrument by which the govern- 
ving been drawn up and inserted in the minute book, | ment itself was created, and continued to hold its exis- 
was signed not only by all those who at that time filled 
the office of trustee, but afterwards,in compliance witha 

















has been carried on fromthe beginning, so much the 
noe less cause we think you will give for any party to be dis- 
* The following is the letter alluded to:— satisfied. 


To the trustees of the college, &c. of Philadelphia. Wishing continual prosperity and peace to the insti- 


Gentlemen,— We cannot omit the opportunity which Pod are ree we eHomAs ry Nr “a 
Dr. Smith’s return to Philadelphia gives us of congrat- THOMAS and RICHARD PENN 
ulating you on the great success of the collection which SAMUEL CHANDLER = 
he came to pursue, and of acknowledginging your aattenta se aK. 
obliging addresses of thanks to us for the share we had | Rpadan, Apes Oe, ‘e708. 


im recommending and encouraging this design. Such | * This decument is interesting, both as it disproves 
a mark of your attention to us will, we doubt not, ex-| the charge of religious partiality, and as it presents, in 
cuse our hinting to you what we think may be further | the signatures affixed to it, a complete list of the trus- 
necessary to a due improvement of this collection, and | tees at the time of its insertion in the minutes, and of 
the. future prosperity of the institution under your | those who afterwards became trustees, with the date of 
cre. their election, down to the period when the college was 

This institution you have professed to have been finally incorporated with the University. It is as fol- 
—— oe hitherto carried on for the gene- | lows:— 

benefit of a mixed body of people. In his majesty’s!  ,,.. . . 

royal brief, it is represented a abies that would | . he Seatees ane This oe ae “beeen a me 
be of great use ‘for raising up able instructors and | P*? Oe. et a ae 
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: . | tisfaction to all its worthy benefactors, have taken the 
—— a a ae pe ee aa | above letter into their serious consideration, and per- 
ae Taementaaiiaten to ttn estiuine.?* P | fectly approving the sentiments therein contained, do 
At the time of granting this collection, which was | order the same to be inserted in their books, that it 
eclicited by-the provost, who ts a clergyman of the | May remain perpetually declaratory of the present wide 
church of England, it was known that there were united | and excellent plan of this institution, which hath not only 
with him « vice-provost who is a Presbyterian, and a met with the approbation of the great and worthy per- 
principal professor of the Baptist persuasion, with sun- | 82"23° above mentioned, but even the royal sanction 
dry interior professors and tutors, all carrying on the of his majesty himself. They further declare that they 
education of youth with great harmony: and people utmost endeavours that the same be not narrowed, nor 
ee ao have hereupon contributed i arora ae Prats of England, oF those 
: . 2s . . issen'ing from them (in any future election to the prin- 
—— ae aioe oe aoe ee. cipal offices mentioned in the aforesaid letter) be put 
1 a the rest, or put them on a worse footing than | 0" 2"Y worse footing in this seminary than they were 
they have been from the beginning, or were at the time at the time of obtaining the royal brief. They subscribe 
of this.collection, which might not only be deemed un- this with their names, and ordain that the same be read 
just in itself, but might likewise be productive of con- and subscribed by every new trustee that shall hereaf- 
sentionsuniriendly: to learning and hurtful to- religion; | ter be elected, before he takes his seat at the board.” 
we would therefore recommend it to you,to make some RICHARD PETERS, President, &c. 
fundamental rule or declaration to prevent inconve-| It should be observed that the joint letter referred to, 
niences of this kind; in doing of which, the more close- | and this document, are both inserted in the minutes of 
ly you keep in view the plan on which the seminary was | June 14th, 1764, the date alluded to in the preamble of 
at the time of obtaining the royal brief, and on which it ' the law. 








will keep this plan closely in their view, and use their . 
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— aera neces enramenenennsenenioupat-oneansnasandheeeanagayeemeuaslipndpaacsuaenoonaageepaaaneeanamnaliaaemeen a 
tence. The constitution of 1776 was then the supreme od their secretary and a devoted friend of letters.— 


law of the land; and in this constitution a clause had ‘These minutes he has recorded from the particular and 
been inserted with the express’ purpose of affording | graphic copy made by Joseph Breintnall, the original 















protection to the college, and other lierary anc reli. 
gious corporations in the state. The tribunals of jus- 
tice were open to the government as well as to indivi- 
duals, and for any illegal proceedings, the trustees 
might have been prosecuted in the regular way, with a 
certainty of conviction. The mode adopted by the legis- 
lature evinced their sense of the weakness of their cause; 
and their decision, so far as we have the means at pre- 
sent of forming a judgment, was accordant rather with 
the spirit of despotism, than with that justice and mode- 
ration which should characterize the representatives of 


a free people. 


(To be continued. ) 





The following very interesting article appears in the 
Register of to-day, simultaneously with its appearance 
in Waldie’s Port Folio, for which it was originally fur- 
nished. We are indebted to the politeness of the Edi- 
tor of that paper, for the number containing the arti- 
cle, in advance of the regular day of publication, 


§ From the Port Folio. 
NOTES FOR A HISTORY 


or 
THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The following notes were thrown together some time 
since by the Editor, who is also Librarian to the Insti- 
tution whose career he has attempted to trace, with no 
intention of publication, but merely for his own amuse- 
ment. As the company is now on the point of issuing 
a classified catalogue of their books, prepared at infi- 
nite cost of time and labour, the present may be con- 
sidered an appropriate moment for printing and thus 
preserving the memoranda. By tracing the Library 
from its first humble commencement, members of other 


incipient literary institutions may possibly be stimulated | 


to perseverance in their management; a small yearly 


accumulation of books creates in time a large library, as | 


** Great oaks from Little acorns grow.” 


More than a century may be said to have elapsed | 


since the first aea of establishing a public library in the 
city of Philadelphia was agitated, and as considerable 
interest has been expressed to learn accurately the 
early history of the institution now under consideration, 
Lt have employed some research, and considerable time, 
in throwing together the following notes. 

_ The time is coming when the history of our public 
institutions will be sought after with avidity, and it may 


secretary whose first entry is in the following words, 
viz: 

‘©The minutes of me, Joseph Breintnall, Secretar 
to the Directors of. the Library Company of Philadel. 
phia, with such of the minutes of the same directors ag 
they order me to make, begun on the 8th day of No- 
vember, 1731. By virtue of the deed or instrument of 
the said company, dited the first day of June last. 

‘*The said instrament being completed by fifty sub- 
scriptions, [ subscribed my name to the following sum- 
mons or notice which Benjamin Franklin sent by a mes- 
senger, viz: 


‘¢ To Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hopkinson, William 
Parsons, Philip Syng, jun., Thomas Godfrey, Antho- 
ny Nicholas, Thomas Cadwalader, John Jones, jun., 
Robert Grace, and Isaac Penington. 


Gentlemen—The subscription to the library being 
| completed, you the directors appointed in the instru- 
| ment, are desired to meet this evening at 5 o’clock, at 
| the house of Nicholas Scull, to take bond of the trea- 

surer for the faituful performance of his trust, and to 
consider of and appoint a proper time for the payment 
of the money subscribed, and other matters relating to 
the said Library. JOS. BREINTNALL, Sec’y, 


Philad. 8th Nov., 1731.” 


At this meeting a treasurer, William Coleman, duly 
| executed a bond with sureties, and Benjamin Franklin 
| proposed that the said Coleman attend at suitable places 

to receive the subscription moneys, which, says our se- 

cretary, ‘‘it was the general opinion should not be de- 
| layed, lest the directors be disappvinted in sending it to 
| England this fall to purchase books, or that other dis- 
| appointments, prejudicial to the library design, should 
happen by delays or negligence on any hand.” 

The price of a share was fixed at forty shillings, and 
on the first evening of attendance for that purpose ten 
persons appeared and paid the amount of their sub- 
scriptions. Several individuals, however, were dilato- 
ry in meeting their engagements,and B. Franklin print- 
'ed and sent them notice either to pay on a certain 
evening or siguify their determination to relinquish the 


| co-partnership; much difficulty and no little forbear- 
ance appears to have been the lot of the directors and 
treasurer, in collecting from some of the original sub- 
'scribers; but satisfied of the utility of the project, at a 
meeting on the 29th. of Mirch, 1732, the sum in hand 
being ‘‘ above half” the amount originally intended to 

be raised, it was concluded to be the interest of all 
‘concerned to send for some of the books immediately. 
| Thomas Godfrey at this meeting informed the directors 
‘that Mr. James Logan had heard of the plan and would 
| willingly give his advice in the choice of books; the 
| minute on the subject is in these words, ‘* upon this 
‘information, Thomas Godfrey was requested to return 































arrive when their records will be lost or destroyed; it | the thanks of the committee to Mr. Logan for his gener- 
seems to be therefore a duty we owe to posterity to | ous offer—and the committee esteeming Mr. Logan to 
Preserve in some suitable manner an account, to which | be a gentleman of universal learning, and the best 
the antiquarian may refer in the absence of other data, | judge of books in these parts, ordered that Thomas 
and the period of a century will not be considered as | Godfrey should wait on him, and request him to favour 
too early to commence the task, particularly of an in- | them witha catalogue of suitable books against to-mor- 
stitution which continues to maintain the first stand row evening, which T. G. readily agreed to do.” 
among the literary establishments of the United States, | With the alvice of Mr. Logan, the list was made out, 
and which has numbered among its members our most and Robert Grace, “ to expedite the affair,” agreed to 
respectable citizens, and has on its list of directors the | draw on Peter Collinson, mercer, in Gracious street, 
names of Franklin, Rush, T. Godfrey, Charles Thom- | London, for ‘* £45 pounds sterling at 65 per cent. ad- 
son, John Dickinson, Binney, Sergeant, Chauncey, &c. | vance the current rate,” in favour of and to be remitted 
_Fortunately for our purpose, the early records of the | by Thomas Hopkinson then about sailing for England, 
Library Companx of Puiladelphia have been preserved | with directions to purchase as many volumes as he 
with a care commensurate with their value, and I shall | could for the money. ‘The catalouge of this first effort 
have frequent occasion to quote from the volumes of the | evinces considerable judgment, and was very carefully 
minutes of the directors, carefully ** collected, copied | prepared with a view to facilitate the acquisition of 


and enue Francis eee, for a long peri- | knowledge in the various departments required by the 
OL, ; 
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‘wants of a young community. Charles Brockden | without permitting it as a precedent for future offen- 
liaving generously executed the original constitution | ders, his fine was mitigated on account of his distance 
without charge, the directors unanimously .agreed to from town, &e. 
present him with a share ‘*as some acknowledgment of The original number of fifty subscribers was not 
this and other favours.” Joseph Breintnell, Philip | completed till 22d of February, 1733, when Josept 
Syng, and Benjamin Franklin, were afterwards pre- | Growden signed the constitution, being the filtieth 
sented ** with the freedom of the company (thatis,ex-| member. 
cused from paying the yearly contribution;) Breintnall | The simplicity of the establishment and the necessa- 
for his trouble as secretary, six years, Syng for engrav- | ry attention in regard to expenditures at this period, is 
ing the seal of the company, and Franklin for printing | manifested by the proceedings of the board; and’ the 
notices, each two years.’” eee notice of the first purchase of a book ip 
In October, 1732, the first importation of books was | America is a proof that the directors were not disposed 
received by Capt. Carnock, in good order, T. Hopkia- | to part with the money entrusted to them withoat va- 
son informing the directors that he had received advice | lue received. : 
from T. Cadwalader and P. Collinson in adding and **One of the subscribers having some weeks ago 
emitting various books, and that ‘* Peter Collinson who | brought to the library a book for the directors to see- 
had given great assistance, had moreover made the | and buy if they pleased, belonging to a gentleman late, 
company a present of two valuable books.” His claim | ly from London, who isa transient person, the com- 
ie thus established of having been the first donor to the | mittee this night agreed to buy it for the library, and 
yet infant library. As this gentleman long served the | ordered the librarian to pay the price of fifteen’ shil- 
‘Institution as agent in London, it may not be uninterest- | lings for it—that being less than a cent on the first cost, 
ing to quote his letter. and the book undefaced. lo be paid out of the money 
: Cs ly 22d. 1732 | received for forfeitures or penalties from borrowers of 
Lonpox, July 22d, 1732. | Looks delinquent. Tis a Voyage to the South Seas 
Gentlemen—I am a stranger to most of you, but not 


,and along the coasts of Chili and Peru, in the years 
to your laudable design to erect a public library. I beg 1712-13 and 14, by Mons. Frezier, in folio, with thirty- 
your acceptance of my mite, Sir Isaac Newton’s Philo- | seven copper cuts, and well printed and bound, on 
sophy and Philip Miller’s Gardener’s Dictionary. It will | good paper.” 
be an instance of your candour to accept the intention William Rawle appears to have been the first Ameri- 
and good will of the giver, and not regard the meanness } can donor, having on the 12th of March, 1733, present- 
of the gift. I wish you success, and am with much re- )ed “six volumes or books of the works of Mr. Edmund 
spect, Yours, PETER COLLINSON. | Spenser.” The minutes state that “the directors 


Benjamin Franklin returned a suitable letter of | kindly received the gift for the company,” and the se- 
thanks, and from the date of this importation and first |¢retary quaintly adds, “the famous old English poem 
donation, the institution seems to have swept through | called pau s Fairy Queen is included in these 
the succeeding years of its existence with prosperous | works, oh of ‘ 
gales. Its history it will be our next object to trace, Ou the 15th of May, of the same year, it was agreed 

a | by a committee of directors to er an address to 
: |'Thomas Penn, proprietor, ‘*in order for his counte- 
CHAPTER II. nance and protection in an affair so useful and well in- 
The importance of the step thus taken, although it 


, tended as the library, and which the proprietor signi- 
was on a small scale, can be justly appreciated only by | fied through bis secretary, Mr. George, that he approv- 
a knowledge of the fact which is stated in the reply to | ed and designed to encourage.” Some of the directors, 
Peter Collinson, that there was no manner of provision | on the essay being produced, objected to it on aceount 
made by the government for public education, either | of the language, which, several being members of the 
in this or the neighbouring provinces, ‘‘ nor so much as | Society of Friends, thought should have been such as 

a good bookseller’s shop nearer than Boston.” | they were accustomed to use, but as any alteration 
The books were taken ‘‘to Robert Grace’s chamber | would have been attended with delay, it was adopted'as 
‘at his house in Jones’s Alley,” and there placed on the | jt stood. {t set forth the warmth of their affection for 
shelves, a catalogue made out, «nd Dr. Franklin under- | the son of the great and good William Penn, and as 
took to print the blank promissory notes for the libra- | these addresses preserve in some meas@re the manners 
rian to fill up, and get subscribed by those to whom he | of the age, I shail be excused for inserting here a few 
lent books. The rules and regulations adopted were | passages. 
few and simple. The first librarian, Louis Timothee, ‘*Your prevince of Pennsylvania, sir, happy in its 
* gave attendance from two till three on Wednesdays, | climate and situation, and in the constitution of its go- 
and on Saturdays from ten till four. He was allowed to vernment, is thought to be no Jess happy in the native 
— ‘fany civil gentleman to peruse the books of the | genius of its people, prone as it is to industry, ‘and ca- 
brary in the library room, but not to dend or suffer to | pable of every kind of improvement.” 
be taken out of the library by any person who is nota! It proceeds to lament the want of any provision for 
‘subscribing member,tany of the said books, Mr. James | public, generous education, and ‘that ‘the library was 
Logan only excepted.” Timothee it appears occupied | instituted with a view to obviate in some measure this 
Grace’s house, and he was to receive at the expiration | deficicncy, and concludes with the following extensive 
of three months, “three pounds lawful money certain,” | wish: 
and a further ‘‘reasonable reward” as should be agreed ‘‘May your Philadelphia be the future Athens of 
on in consideration of services and rent. _ America; may plenty of her sons arise, qualified with 
eee ee nnn me Pera tte peepent- virtue, learning and politeness, for the most important 
duced the rinted catalogue, which he Samah i ‘ith practi saat wetter hdeente Bates Bea 
: ; P gue, presented wita- | and benevolence of your honourable family, which gave 
eutcharge. = being to the provinee and its happy constitution, may 
At a meeting in January, “it was resolved that the | every kind of human felicity attend the propriet 
. books of the library should be covered with sheathing | house through all ages to the Reetae® oes 
= posterity. : 
, and that Stephen Potts should be spoke to doit, | Signed by order of the directors, 
‘for preservation of the binding.” 


_. .Rees Lloyd was the first person who forfeited his note | JOSEPH BREINTNALL, Sec’y. 
of hand for thirty-two shillings, for not returning the | Mr. Penn replied that -he took the address “kindly,” 
Trayels of Cyrus, intwo volumes, in due time. The | with the assurance that he should’ be always ready to 

subject was ‘‘largely debated,” says the minutes, and | promote any undertaking’so useful, He presented se- 
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veral articles to the institution, and it is to the honour of | 


the proprietary family that they promoted the design 
as long as they continued to preserve any influence in 
the province. ioe 
Mr. Timothee having vacated his office, Benjamin 
Franklin, one of his sureties, offered to take his situa- 


tion for the current year,in consideration of Timothee’s | 


having been serviceable to him: he occupied the station 
of librarian for three months and a day, and was suc- 
ceeded by William Parsons. During the period of 
Franklin’s service as librarian, the room was agree | to 
be opened but once a week, on Saturdays from four to 
eight, it having been observed that borrowers rarely 
came on Wednesdays, and four hours was found amply 
sufficient to supply all applicants. The librarian’s sa- 
lary was then reduced to £6. 

The increase of books was supposed to raise the va- | 
tue of a share annnally, ten shillings, and I find the | 
price gradually increased. 

1737. On the 12th of December, 1737, the direc- 
tors were informed by their secretary that the proprie- 
tor was pleased to say, that nothing remained to delay | 
his grant of ground he intended to bestow on the com- 
pany for their library. In May, 1738, aletter was re- 
ceived from John Penn, with a present of an air pump. | 
The first paragraph conveys information highly bon- 
ourable tothe company. It is dated London, Slst Ja-| 
nuary, 1758, and begins. 

‘*Gentlemen—It always gives me pleasure when I 
think of the Library Company of Philadelphia, as they 
were the first that encouraged knowledge and learning | 
in the province of Pennsylvania.”’* | 

A suitable reply and a vote of thanks for the lot and 
air pump were ordered to be returned the generous 
donor. The pump excited considerabie curiosity among 
the citizens, frequent notices of applications to borrow 
it being minuted; a committeee was appointed tg pro- 
‘vide a case and frame for it, with glass lights in the door, 
** to lovk ornamental in the library room.” 

1738. The first, and I regret to add one of the very | 
few presents of money made to the institution, was | 
from Dr. Walter Sydserfe of Antigua, in 1738, who ha 
ving the sum of £58 6s. 8d. due him in this country, 
generously peesented it to the company. In his letter 
he expresses a hope that it may be the means of others | 
being prevailed on ‘‘to lend a helping hand to promote | 
s0 greata good, by which your infant colony will in a 
few ages be ranked the first in the kalender of all the 
American settlements.” It is impossible to foresee what 
a few ‘‘ ages” will bring about, but to this time very 





Tittle money has been bequeathed or given. An) 


idea seems always to have prevailed that the institution 
was wealthy, but that can never be the case until its’ 


means enable it to procure a copy of every valuable | 


book which money can purchase. 


Mr. Breintnall appears to have had the interest of the | 


institution much at heart; the following minute made 
by him is both curious and interesting: 


* This would seem to be erroneous. In the year 
1689, only seven years after the foundation of Philadel- 


phia, a public school was established in this city, by | 
members of the Society of Friends, which was incorpo- | 


rated so early as 1697, and received a final charter from 
William Penn in 1711, James Logan was desirous of 
founding a college,and to this end offered a lot on Sixth 
street, free of cost; it appears from his papers in my 


possession, that the offer was declined, Fourth street | 


being considered high enough up town. James Logan’s 
reputation seems likely to outlive that of all his cotem- 
poraries excepting Penn and Franklin; his collection ot 
beeks, still the best made by an individual in this coun- 
trv. will assist to transmit his name to posterity asa 
learned and generous man. He preferred giving his 


hooks, which cost him so mach money, to the public, | 


rather than collecting ‘together a heap of money to 
transmit to his descen ants. 
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** December 4th, 1738. N. B. The library affair has 
| hitherto been many ways fortunate. The books sent 
| for to England have always come safe to hand, and 
| without damage; very few of the books have been lost 
| or defaced; a good agreement has for the most part 
| subsisted in the company, and all the officers have 








| proved faithful in their several trusts as far as hath been 
| discovered. The library has received many benefac- 
tors and well-wishers, and increases in its reputation, 
; and not one subscriber is deceased that I have heard of, 
except Joseph Growden, who died on the 22d of May 
last. Another seven years as successful as the forego- 
ing, Must see the library company ina very flourish- 
ing condition, and to be more publicly known aud es- 
teemed.” 

1739. In June, 1739, the number of members had 
been increased to seventy-four. 


1740 Onthe 7th of April the books were removed 
to **the upper room of the westernmost office of the 


| State House,” the use of which had been lately granted 
| to the company by the assembly. In December of the 


same year, it was agreed that one dozen sheep-skin 


| covers or cases for folio books be procured, to put on 


them when they are lent out! 

1741. Ina catalogue printed in 1741, in my posses- 
sion, there is a short account of the state of the instita- 
tion. Shares werethen granted at the price of £6 10. 
In this year, John Penn, Esq. presented a micre- 
scope and camera obscura, still in the company’s pos- 
session. 


1742. On the 3d of May, 1742, a charter of incorpe- 
ration was received from the proprietors, On the 13th 
of December it was ‘* ordered, that the new secretary 
write fairly on a large sheet of paper, to be placed in 
open view, the names of the benefactors to the library; 
those who had bestowed great gifts, and those who had 


| bestowed books!” 


1743. Peter Collinson having during a period of 
twelve years acted as agent in London without fee or 
reward, asks as his compensation, that the directors 
will admit his friend, John Bartram, an honorary mem- 
ber, without any expense, and to have a free access to 
the library, which was agreed to, *‘Mr. Bartram being 
also in their esteem a deserving man.” This is the only 
instance on record of an honorary member having been 
admitted, unless Mr. Breintnall’s son’s share may be 
considered in that light. After B.’s death, in considera- 
tion of his services, the directors voted his wife £15, 
and a share to his son George. 

1746. Samuel Norris b: queathed the company £20. 

1748 to 1752. About this period many of the minutes 
are missing, and I have only to note the reception of a 
telescope and a number of valuable books from Thomas 
_ Penn, Esq. 

1752. **A noble present of ancient medals” was re- 
‘ceived through Mr. Peters from Mr. Grey, member of 
| parliament for Colchester. 

1759. In August of 1759; a letter was received from 
Peter Collinson, ‘in which he heavily complains of ill 
' treatment from the directors,” and resigns his agency. 
A vote of thanks was minuted for his past services; he 
continued to forward books, however, until 1761,whena 
| Thomas Beckett, bookseller of London, supplied Col- 
| linsen’s place. 

1762. In 1762, Charles Thomson, who afterwards 
| became secretary to Congress, was elected a director, 
| and in April the long expected patent from the ' Penns 
| for a lot of ground, in Chesnut near Ninth, was receiv- 
‘ed. The lot was enclosed with a post and rail fence, 
‘and continued for many years to yielda small reve- 
nue. On Dr. Franklin’s return from Europe he was 
| unanimously re-elected a director by the board to sup- 
ply the place of Samuel Shoemaker, resigned. 

1763. On the 14th February, the celebrated John 
| Dickinson was elected a director. In an address to 
| Join Penn, November 21st, 1763, occurs the following 
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paragraph: ‘*The encouragements the library met 
with in its infancy have had good effects. Many othe: 
libraries, after our example and on our plan, have been 
erected in this and the neighboring provinces, whereby 
useful knowledge has been more generally diffused in 
these remote corners of the earth.” 

A museum carly claimed the attention of the com- 
pany, and numerous articles of curiosity, but of small 
value, are noted as having been received—from Incian 
fishing-hooks to Chinese slippers; it was long the duty 
of the librarian to exhibit this collection, and the prac- 
tice was only recently discontinued, since which the 
articles have lain neglected, and are nearly all ina state 
of deeay. Among the presents for this department 1 
notice the following in February, 1764: ‘*The secre- 
tary reported that Messrs. Michael Hillegas and Daniel 
Williams, two of the county commissioners, had pre- 
sented the company with tie blade of a sword or cut- 
lass, which they found fourteen feet from the surface of 
the ground in digging the foundation of the new bridge 
in Second street between the city and the barracks; 
this blade is marked T. S. andserves to show how great 
a body of earth must have gathered in the short time 
since the Europeans first came into America, which is 
not more than 150 years.” John Edwards proving at 
this time but an indifferent librarian, Francis Hopkin. 
son, the secretary, was appointed, at asalary of £12 per 
annum. Some dissatisfaction is noted at this period at 
the new regulations, by which members were prevent- 
ed from coming into the library and taking down books, 
in consideration of which it was ‘‘Resolved, that the 
librarian should prepare a bond, which should be ten- 
dered to every member who should desire the privilege 
of entering the library and examining the books there, 
at the hours of attendance on Saturdays; by which he 
should bind himself to be answerable for his proportion- 
able part of the loss that may arise from any books 
being lost or stole out of the library.” 

This appears to have had the desired effect; as, how- 
ever anxious members might have been to consult the 
books, they could not be supposed willing to join in the 
librarian’s responsibility for losses. 

1765. It is noted on the minutes, January, 1765, 
that arule was still in force, by which, for the better 
security of the books (wired doors not having yet been 
procured,) no person, except the librarian, was admit- 
ted into the library during the hours sppointed for let- 
ting out books. The directors were in the habit, about 
this period, of assisting the librar-an by turns, 

1767. Mr. Hopkinson visiting Eng'and,the directors, 
in order not to lose his services on his return, was al- 
lowed to appoint a proxy. He brought home with him 
a few rare books, purchased by Dr. Franklin, with the 
company’s money, and a present from Benjamin West, 
“formerly,” says the minute, ‘‘of this city, but now of 
London, historical painter; a woman’s hand, taken 
from an Egyptian mummy, in good preservation.” 
This hand, which has sometimes been called Cleopatra’s, 
is still in the building, and, notwithstanding the length 

. of time which it has been exposed to the action of the 
air, is in perfect preservation. 

at 1768. On the 20th of February, 1768, a law was 
PS — for admitting new members for the sum of 
1769. At a meeting of the directors, February 13th, 
1769, the following gentleme>, viz. George Roberts, 
Jonathan Shoemaker, James Pearson, Charles Jervis, 
David Evans, Anthony Morris, Jr. and Moses Bartram, 




















th Philadelphia, waited on the board, to signify their ap- 
jaet probation of the plan which bad been some time in agi- 
z tation, of uniting the two institutions. The directors 
ot replied ‘that they thought such a scheme might better 
a answer the intention of public libraries, than if they 
hon were to continue in separate bodies;” and on the 13th 
Bp of March a law was enacted, giving the directors ‘full 
Pi power and authority to sdmit the members of the Union 
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Library Company; and that each member so admitted, 
shall, by virtue thereof, be entitled to an equal share 
of all the estate, both real and personal, belonging to 
the said Library Company of Philadelphia, in common 
with their other members, and shall receive, according- 
ly, a certificate thereof, the Union Company previously 
assigning over, and delivering possession of, all their 
books, and other property, subject to al! such contracts 
heretofore made and now subsisting between the said 
Union Library Company and any of their members, as 
the directors shall deem proper and expedient.” 
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Of the value of this accession of books I have no data 
to form a judgment. The Union Company owned the 
house in Third street where their books had been kept, 
and it was fora considerable period a source of revenue, 
until sold, Benjamin Franklin, at this time in London, 
handed the orders for books to Wm. Strahan for ship- 
ment. 

At the next annual election some change in the di- 
rection was made, it appearing reasonable that some 
of the members of the Union Company should be com- 
plimented with a seat at the board. Francis Hopkin- 
son’s place as secretary was supplied by John Hughes, 
Jr. he institution having now acquired additional 
consequence by the accession of new members, and an 
increase of books, the board petitioned the assembly of 
the province for permission to «rect on some part of 
the state house lot such a building as would prove an 
orname { to the city, and continue to accommodate 
their rapidly increasing library. ‘Ihis application was 
refused; and at a general meeting of the company, 
convened by advertisement, on the 5th of October, 
1751, it was deemed inexpedient to build elsewhere, 
and the project was for the present suffered to rest. It 
was not till the 25th of September, 1769, that the room 
was opened three days in the week; these days were 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, for four hours 
each, and two librarians were then appointed, viz. Jno. 
de Maurengault and Ludowick §$progell, at an annual 
salary of £20 each. 

1771, Another junction was formed, in 1771, with 
the Association Library Company, but there are no 
data by which to judge of the extent of this institution, 
it being only incidentally mentioned in reference to a 
share being granted to Mr. Wm. Attmore in considera- 
tion of his services as its clerk. The Amicable Com- 
pany, also admitted about this time,is only casually men- 
tioned, and the two collections were probably of no 
great value. 

1773. Early in the year 1773, the second floor of 
Carpenter’s Hall was rented, and the books removed 
from the room in the state house, which was now too 
small for their accommodation; the library was then 
first opened daily, from two o’clock tll seven, under 
the charge of Charles Cist, at an annual salary of £60. 
‘The books were here first placed behind the protection 
of latticed doors. The increase of the cabinet of coins 
seems to have been a favourite project—a great number 
are noted as having been presented from time to time. 
'In October, 1773, several specimens of minerals, and 
53 curious coins were presented by Edward Pole, Un- 
fortunately, the secretary, in reporting the gift, was 
obliged to add the following memorandum—‘‘but the 
library being entered by some thief (as supposed) last 
night, he carried off all the coins and tokens, together 
with some change which was left in the drawer.” Mr, 
Pole, however, received the thaiks of the directors, 
and the articles were advertised, but never recoy- 


being a committee of the Union Library’Company of| ered. 


1774. On the 31st of August, 1774, it was, “upon 
motion, ordered that the librarian furnish the gentle- 
men whio are to meetin congress in this city, with such 
books as they may have occasion for during their sit- 
ting, taking a receipt for them.” Congress enjoyed 
this privilege during the whole period of its sittings in 
Philadelphia, and the members experienced much in- 
convenience from the want of a similar institution for 
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reference after removing to Washington, before a good | year occurs the first notice of the plan, soon after car- 
library had been coliected in the capitol. Tie mem- | ried into execution, of uniting, in the same building, 
bers of the legislature of Pennsylvania likewise en- | the library known by the name of Loganian,* an invalu- 


joyed the use of the books for a long period, free of | 
charge. 1 

1776. In May, 1776, an advertisement appeared in 
the Pennsylvania Gazette, and other journals, request- 
ing a general meeting of the company, in order to con- 
sider of the propriety of empowering the directors to 
remove the bouks and efficts of the company in case 
any event of the war should make that measure neces- | 
sary. Two attempts to get together enough members 
to pass such a law failing, the books remained, and were 
unmolested. 

The British army had possession of Philadelphia from | 
September 26, 1777, to June 18, 1778, but it does not} 
appear that the company sustained any loss from those | 
who composed it. The officers, without exception, | 
left deposits, and paid hire, for the books borrowed by | 
them. 

1777. In 1777 the library room was occupied by the | 
sick soldiery, and Messrs. Alison, Jones, and Hughes, 





| 








able collection made by the Hon. James Logan, the 
confidential friend of Penn, and governor of the pro- 
vince. The Philosophical Society having digested a 
plan for building, determined to petition the legislature 
for a lot on the state house square. They wished the 
Library Company to join in the application for a similar 
site, and appointed a committee to confer with a com- 
mittee of the library board, and, jointly, a petition was 
drawn up and presented, in which it is stated that the 
increase of books, and the union with the Loganisn in- 
stitution, would require a large building to accommo- 
date them. The plan proposed and petitioned for was 
this, viz. that **the Philosephical Society should have 
eighty feet front by forty feet deep, on Sixth street, 
midway between Walnut and Chesnut streets, and to 
the said library a like space of ground on Fifth street, 
and directly opposite” the’ former, for the purpose of 
erecting buildings thereon, at the expense of said soci- 
eties respectively.” The plan contemplated having the 




















were “appointed a committee on the 11th of March to | two buildings to correspond to each other in an uniform 
wait on General Gates, commanding officer in this city, | style of architecture as to their external appearances, 
in order to procure, if possible, an order for their re- | so as to make them ornamental to the square, without 
moval.” During the whole progress of the war, the | taking any material space from the walks, &c, and it 







importation of books was of course suspended. 
funds thus accumulated were expended, on the conclu- 
sion of peace, in a large importation of the standard | 
works which had appeared in the interval. By the will | 
of the Honourable William Logan, the institution receiv- | 
ed this vear a very handsome bequest of books of an-| 
cient authors, being a more extensive and valuable giit | 
than any heretofore received. They may all be traced 
in the catalogue by the Z attached to each. 

1778. In November, 1778, the following minute 
occurs: “The directors taking into consideration the 
high prices of firewood, candles, &c., agreed that 
the library be opened during the winter season only 





eight.” 

1779. Jno. Todd, librarian, received £100 per annum 
and a share. 

1781. On the 4th of May, 1781, the directors agreed 
to receive 30 shillings state money in lieu of a bushel of 
wheat, by which the annual payments were the previous 
year directed to be made, 


1783. The committee on importations remitted £200 


sterling to Londen on the 10th of June, 1785, nine | 


years having elapsed since their last order, 


agents, from their well known attachment to literature, 
and knowledge of bouks; they acted during the re- 


mainder of their lives to the satisfaction of the direc- | 
tors, and Jos. Wood’s son is now the agent. In their | 


leiter the committee of correspondence state, ‘ we shall 
confide entirely in your judgment to procure us such 


books of modern publication as will be proper for a | 


public library, and though we would wish to mix the 


utile with the dulce, we should net think it expedient | 


to add to our present stock any thing in the now / way.” 
This has'been the uniform plan pursued, with the ex- 
ception of a few of the best class of novels and ro 
mances; the consequence has been that, with the very 
great increase of the number of volumes, the shelves 
are supplicd with books of real merit in most other 
departments, and are not lumbered with the tempo- 
rary trash so greedily devoured by the sickly taste 
which procures its mental supplies from circulating li- 
braries. 

1783. November, 1783, Dr. Franklin presented six 
volumes of the natural history of the south of France. 

In 1784 the librarian was removed for his inattention 
to the duties of his office—this is the only record of a 
defalcation among any of the officers of ihe company; 
he was succeeded by John Todd, Jr. In April of this 








Joseph | 
Woods and William Dilwyn were selected as proper | 


The | was naturally believed that these buildings, thus com- 


modiously situated, would have a tendency to bring 
together and unite gentlemen of science, and thereby 
more effectually promote the respective designs of 
each institution; and that, moreover, they would be 
particularly convenient to the members of the legisla- 
ture for reference, or as a pleasing retreat during the 
intervals of business, and that such a mark of liberality 
would not fail to do honour to the state in the eyes of 
foreigners. The legislature, however, adjourned with - 
out taking the prayer of the petitioners into considera- 
tion; and a second committee being appointed to unite 


| with the Philosophical Society in another application 
upon Wednesdays and Saturdays, from two o’clock till | 


at the next term of meeting, reported that the petition 
had been drawn up by the members of the latter soci- 


(ety, petitioning to be located on the east side of the 
| square, fronting on Fifth street; that as a committee 
| they could not unite therewith, as it varied from the 


| plan originally proposed. The board were of opinion 
| that the locality of Fifth street was far more desirable 
| for an institution resorted to (daily) by such numbers of 
individuals, and requested their committee to have 
| another conference with the Committee of the Philo- 
| sophical Society, who reported in January, 1785, that 
they had met, and were informed that the society ad- 
hered to their determination of applying for a lot on 
the east side of the square; and had since been inform- 
ed that a petition hud been carried into the house, by 
_ the said Philosophical Society, including an application 


/on behalf of the library without being signed by its 
| committee, which the board taking into consideration, 
the committee first appointed were directed to prepare 
a petition conformab!y to the tenor of the first applica- 
tion, to be signed by all the directors. This was exe- 
cuted, and the conduct of the Philosophical Scciety, in 
transposing the locality prayed for, was very properly 
set forth. In this petition itis stated, that before the 
Revolution the library had been opened daily, but ow- 
ing to the diversion of the funds for the purpose of 
buying books published in Europe during the war, it 
was, for the present, only open every other day. That 
the company was composed of 400 members, and that 
there are constantly many other persons who take out 
books. From some cause, the Philosophical Societ 

procurcd the grant of a lot on Fifth street, and the Li- 
brary Company got nothing. If a different course had 
been adopted by the former, there is no reason to doubt 
that both would have found equal favor. On the 8th 





*See Reg. Vols. 1. page 133. VIII. page 415, X. 
p- 200, for detailed accounts of this library. Ep, 












































































































of February, in this year, Zachariah Poulson was ap- 
pointed librarian, and coutinued to fulfil the arduous 
duties. of his office to the satisfaction of the public and 
of the directors, for a period exceeding twenty-one 
years, 

Notwithstanding the treaiment from the Philosophical | 
Society, on the 11th of August, a committee of the so | 
ciety made overtures to the Library Company, ‘‘in or- | 
der to know on what terms, possibly, a treaty, either of | 
purchase or joint possession, might with most conveni- | 
ence be effected, or whether any other plan miglit be 
deemed advisable.”” A special meeting of directors, | 
on the 15th, met the committee, who being requested 
to furnish an account of the expenses already incurred, | 
and the plan to be pursued, and not being prepared, | 
the farther consideration was deferred to the next stat- | 
ed meeting, when no further communication being | 
made, its consideration was postponed, and the com- 
mittee for a lot to build on continued. No proposals 
being afterwards received, in October, 1787, the direc- , 
tors say they ‘‘conceive the negotiation atan end.” In) 
February, 1789, Dr. Franklin, as president of the Phi- | 
losephical Society, endeavoured to revive the negocia- 
tion, but it was feared that the dangers from fire would | 
be greater than if the books were kept in a building | 
Tay edmscaeiatel to their accommodation. 

Much credit has been bestowed upon Dr. Franklin 
far the efforts he was supposed to have used in promo. | 
ting the prosperity of the Library ; and a general im-| 
pression prevails, not only in this community, where | 
the institution is frequently called the Franklin Library, | 
but also abroad, that his exertions caused the present | 
bandsome structure to be erected. ‘That he was one of | 
the first projectors of the design of a public hbrary in | 
Philadelphia, probably the very first, Iam not about to | 
deny, nor would 1 detract from his merits a particle of | 
the eredit justly his due. At the same time, the ex- | 
tracts which I shall make from the minutes, will show 
how far he is entitled to be considered one of the great- 
est benefactors and friends of this highly usefu! and pros- | 
perouscompany. We have traced him thus far, from 
the early projector, the faithful director, the Librari- | 
an for three months and a day, the agent in London | 
who passed over to a book seller the money remitted 
to him, and otherwise performed the duties of a Lon- | 
don correspondent, in the same manner as has since | 
been done for a much a longer period by gentlemen 
not members of the company; we have recorded his | 
printing a very small catalogue without charge, anda 
small donation (1785) of six volumes ‘*Natural History | 
of the South of France,” and wth one other entry in| 
our brief history, we conclude the list of his services, | 
which, from a sense of justice, | am compelled to say, | 
are by no means equal to those rendered by several | 
succeeding directors. Without spending much time | 
upon this subject, I shall here insert what is matter of | 
record, in relation to Dr. Franklin. 1786.—Ata meet- | 
ing of the directors, January 5th, 1786, I find the fol- 
lowing minute, viz:—‘‘It being intimated to the Board, 
by the Librarian, that Dr. Franklin is desirous of a com- 
munication with the Board, Josiah Hewes, Richard 
Wells, Joseph Pascall, and Dr Parke, are appointed a} 
committee to wait upon the Doctor.” On the 2d of 
February this committee reported in the following | 
words: “The committee appointed to wait on Dr. | 
Franklin, report, they had a conference with the Doc- | 
tor, who appeared to interest himself much in the pros. | 
perity of the library, and wished some steps could be 
taken to procure a convenient lot to build on; and inti- 
mated that he had a number of valuable books which 
he intended for the library whenever there should be a 
safe frlace to deposite themin, which he did not thivk 
was the case at present; they thanked the Doctor for 
his attention, and informed him it had been often con- 
sidered by the company, and that an attempt had been 
made to gain permission from the Assembly to build 
on the State House Square, and that the Philosophi- 
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cal Soclety had supplanted them therein. The Doc- 
tor ma:le a present to the company of a Chinese clear- 
ance, which was given to Captain Green, in Canton, 
for whicn he received the thinks of the committce.”— 
In 1789 he prese: ted a silver and a copper medal, and 
the library building being completed, Richard Wells 
produced the following bequest from “the Doctor,” 
viz: Eighteen volumes, Qto entitled “Description des 
Arts ct Metieres,” printed at Neuchatel, in 1771.— 
Here our catalogue of his services and patronage ends, 


/and from the circumstances of all the presents and re- 


quests being regularly noted at all the meetings, we 


_have the best reason for believing the whole series has 


been reported. 

The statue of Franklin, in front of the building, has 
been one of the causes of the institution being called 
by his name, and continues to perpetuate this errone- 


| ous nomenclature, Its history is briefly this:— William 


Bingham, having heard of the intention of the directors 
to erect a statue of Dr. Franklin, as one of the founders 
of the library, in a niche in front of the building, stated 
that he was willing to furnish it at his own expense, 
but wishing for instructions, a committee reported that 
Dr. Franklin ‘‘would approve of a gown for his dress, 
and a ftoman head!” An order was forthwith transmit- 
ted by Mr, B. to Italy, and the statue, in due time, ar- 
rived. A bust was procured from the Pennsylvania 
hospital, and sent together with a drawing of the figure 
with the order. The Ikeness is culled a good one by 
his contemporaries ; in their letter of thanks to Mr. 
Bingham, the directors call it the “first ornament of 
their building,” and ‘the most finished “specimen of 
sculpture America can exhibit,” and further remark 
that **whilst it will have a tendency to perpetuate in the 
minds of his fellow citizens, a recollection of the pub- 
lic and private virtues of its original, it cannot fail to 
remind them of the liberality and taste of its donor.”— 
They might have said, if circumstances would have 
justified the expression, “‘perpetuate the memory of the 
many and great benefactions to the library, made by the 


| generous original;” but it appears they preferred eulo- 


gising the ‘liberality of the donor.” In June, 1792, 
Benjamin Franklin Bache presented to the company 
‘tthe machine which Dr. Franklin first used, to make 
apeeeantn in electricity;’? a wheel is all that remains 
of it. 

To return from this digression to regular dates, 

1787. Early in the year 1787, the project of erect- 
ing suitable buildings seems to have becn impressed 
upon the directors by the inconvenient situation of the 
books, and in January, Josiah Hewes, Richard Wells, 
‘Thomas Morris, and Dr. Parke, were appointed a com- 
mittee thereupon, who reported the necessity of some 
provision for removing the books and property of the 
company to some more secure place. As large bodies 
move slowly, the next minute on this subject is dated 
May, 1789, when anuther committee was appointed, to 
procure an estimate of the expense of the contemplq- 
ted building. They made an imperfect report, and ‘‘it 
was agreed that Richard Wells should prepare a state- 
ment of the estimate of the building, and the probable 
mode of defraying the expenses, and that the Secreta- 
ry should be requested to open the business at the gen- 
eral meeting of the company called for the purpose, 
and to point out the importance and necessity of the 
undertaking.” At this general meeting, held June 1st 
1789, a large number of members appeared, either in 
person or by proxy, and a law was passed, giving the 
directors power to proceed as soon as one hundred 
new members should be added to the list—to appro- 
priate the money on hand, reserving sufficient for the 
current expenscs, and to sell the ground rents, and real 
estate, owned by the company. Bi-hop White was 
nominated by the directors, cha'rman of this meeting, 
at which he presided. 

All the shares requisite, except nineteen, were soon 
subscribed—many of which were to be paid for in ls- 
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bor—the directors and treasurer and secretary, assum-| 1792. Anadditional five foot lot having been purcha- 
ing to themselves to procure the remaining nineteen, the | sed of Samuel M. Fux, on Library street, a building was 
purchise of the lot, and erection of the building, was) erected for the accommodation of the Loganian books 
proceeded in with all convenient speed. The present} by the library company of Philadelphia, for-which the 
site was purchased of Mary Norris and Dr. Logan, on} Loganian trustees pay an annual rent. 
ground rent.* A number of plans were submitted for| On the 4th of October, John Fitch’s manuscripts, 
approval, and the one prepared by Dr. William Thorn-| respecting the steam engine, were deposited an the 
ton, with some slight alterations, was adopted, for| library, under seal, with a request that they might be 
which he received a share. It may be supposed that| kept-unopened till the year 1823,—this was done.and 
this undertaking was not without its difficulties, and || as they have undergone an examination, I shall not 
find, that owing to the low state of the funds, the direc-| here attempt their analysation. 

tors, treasurer, and secretary, individually, advanced| 1793. On the 30th of August, 1793,.ata -general 
sums, amounting to two hundered and fifty pounds, of| meeting of the members, the price of shares was raised 
which Josiah Hewes advanced fifty pounds, and the/ to forty dollars, at which sum they still remain. 


others from ten to twenty-five pounds. 1799. In April, 1799, Henry Cox, of the kingdom 

1789. ‘Whe first stone of the edifice was laid on the of Ireland, presented a large number of manuscript vol- 
Sist of August, 1789; the minutes state, *‘that upon the umes, relating to the history of his native country. 
suggestion of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, a large stone was They consist of the original correspondence of James 
prepared, and laid at the southwest corner of the build-| Pirst, with the Privy council of Ireland, from 1603 
ing, with the following inscription, composed by the| to 1615, inclusive, and a great variety of historical 
doctor, except so far as relates to himself, which the data, the value of which remains unknown. In one 
committee have taken the liberty of adding to it. of the volumes is an_ original letier from Queen Eliz- 


Be it remembered, abeth, datedin 1568. Several valuable printed books 
In honour of the Philadelphia youth, are also in this collection. 


(then chiefly artificers) 1804. In this year the institution was, tly enrich- 
— cpt: gaa ed by John Bleakly, and the Rev. Seed Tarot. 

mse they rare i. ge ee The former, left, by will, one thousand -ponnds to the 

at the Instance OF Benj.min Franklin, library, and the latter bequeathed a most valuable .col- 
ae of their number, - lection of rare and curious books, selected with great 
instituted the Philadelphia Library, ‘Une and judgment, together with some two shares of 
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is become sahhy eetadieraie Selene useful ner anal prayer wnt Bye thon influenced, it “ts 
and which the walls of this edifice ar believed, in selecting this library for the reception of 
are now destined to contain and preserve; his awn, by cur, countrymen). Benjaie West, who 
eeiGlchinnte afiaindintnaininn | painted the portrait of the donor, which was, in the 
was bere placed — ae, a by Mrs ae asan —— 

: | priate ornament for the library rooms. To apprecia 
the thirty-first day of August, 1789.” the value of Preston’s Liheary: it must be castbined in 
1790. By the thirtieth of December, 1790, the books | detail. There are in the collection many rare books of 
were all removed and ready for delivery, when it was| plates, &c. of the most costly description, which. the 


resolved to have the room open daily, from one o’clock ‘funds of the institution would forever have forbidden 
to sunset, and Zacharial Poulson was continued Libra- being purchased. * 


rian, at one hundred pounds salary, During the pro- 
gress of tle building, more than the stipulated one} ), 
hundred names were acdcled to the list of stockholders, | 
many apprentices, having been allowed by their em- 
ployers to give sufficient labor to purchase the privi- 
lege of admission ; their names are faithfully recorted, 
and it may, in future, be interesting to their descend- 
ants to discover that they are reaping the benefits of 
literary instruction from the honest labour and the 
sweat of the brows of their progenitors. 

Among the benefactors of the library, occur the 
names of Robert Barclay, of London, and of Abraham 
Claypoole, of Pennsylvania; the former repeatedly sent 
presents of rare or are a and till his death 
continued to correspond with his American Friends, reat oe . : ; 
and to mention the Institution with interest. The lat- hemes his father’s: celebrated picture of Cholet 
ter left the company by will, one hundred pounds. He gave the writer the following interesting: partieu- 

1791. In January, 1791, the directors again tender- lars relative to this request. Dr. Preston was an inti 
ed to'the President and Congress, the free use of the| oii. piend of the shies West tiene i wh = 
books in the library, in as full and ample manner as if | Soutien ten frequently made his Nien Havin ie, 
they were members of the company, President Wash-| eondants, it was occasionally a topic of egiaedien at 
hington, through his secretary, Vobias Lear, returned! i a: anertable. what would bethe best. dispestioniaf 
van for en ae —— oe ie k his valuable books. West pressed upon his notice: .the 
i WENGE OF TARTU Ys y octor * 6 | library at Philadelphia, and finally obtained his promise 
Thad made & propontion to treasfer to the l buacy cen | to will it-to:the institution, which promise: he faithfully 

‘ Peano transret tO mie rary Com:| kept. On hearing of this, Mrs. West-requested the 
Doctor to sit to her husband for bis moaneniad which was 


George Campbell was now elected librarian, an offies 
e filled for twenty-three years, during which long’ pe- 
riod he was never once prevented by sickness from. at+ 
tending to his daily duties, a circumstance almost unpre- 
cedented in the annals of a salary officer. ‘Underchis 
charge the institution continued to flourish, and -was 
again enriched, at the period of his resignation, by the 
| bequest from ‘William Mackenzie, of 500 rare volumes, 

and the purchase from his executors, of the additional 

number of 1466. He was succeeded in his office by 
the presant occupant.t 





*In 1830, Benjamin Wests’ eldest son visited Phila. 





to convey to them under certain conditions, a lot: of : . 

ground, in Philadelphia, and certain rents charge, to- emer - — - poet nent on Sy 
gether with arrearages thereof, now due from estates in Philadel ; ree 5s: vee ies ‘ .ibrary Company: 
Bucks county ; on this subject a commmittee was ap- |) . aie an hibit 7 roe = * a entehns 
pointed to enquire into the condition of the property, COR SHIaS CERIN Ne SENASY WANA  ACATEMYrs 


; | Fine Arts. Dr. Preston was a man of, great Jearning, 
and the terms intended to be annexed to the transfer.t | anc.on the beat torme.with.the. Bishen of Kamion 


* Since paid off, ~ , have an autograph: letter from him to the Bishop. 
tSee Reg. Vol. I. page 133, and viii. page 415. | + See Reg. Vol. HI. p. 319. 
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The number of bovks in the institution is now, 1835, 
44,000, making together, decidedly the largest collec- 
tion in this cuuntry; the influence which it exerts on 
the character of the population of- Philadelphia, is 
highly beneficial; the collection is now so numerous 
and varied as to have become a library of reference for 
the literati of all parts of the Union, while the literary 
taste which it engenders, is highly useful to all classes 
who enjoy its benefits. 


The numberof members is now 836, each of whom 
pays, annually, four dollars, for the support of the in- 
stitution, and for the purchase of new books,a great 
proportion of which are imported regularly from Lon- 
don. 

The Loganian Library attached, was bequeathed 
and endowed by the Hon. James Logan; its income 
arising from an extensive farm, occupied by Samuel D. 
Ingham, late Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, will be very greatly enhanced in the year 1863, 
when the lease for the property will expire 


Such isa brief history of one of the most valuable 
literary institutions in the Union; its insertion here will, 
it is hoped, stimulate its readers to establish others in 
every part of the country. One curious fact must not 
be omitted; the present value of the ground occupied 
by the company, is greater than the price of all the 
shares of all the members; so that they have accumu- 
lated an immense library of books, which may be said 
to have cost them nothing. S. 


See Reg. Vol. IX. page 160 for a purchase of books 
from James Cox on annuity; and authority to Directors 
to increase the annual payments—also Vol. XV. page 
364, for resolution on death of Dr. Parke. Ep: 


OFFICE OF THE LEHIGH COAL AND NAVI- 
GATION COMPANY. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21, 1835. 


The following Preamble and Resolution were adopt- 
ed by the Board of Managers of this Company, at a 
meeting held on the 19th instant, viz. 

Whereas, the Commissioners of the Susquehanna and 
Lehigh Canal, commonly called the Nescopec Canal, 
have advertised that books will be opened early in Oc- 
tober‘next, for receiving subscriptions to the Stock of 
that Canal, the construction of which will greatly pro- 
mote the public interest as well as the interest of this 
Company, by making the Lehigh an important link in 
the chain of communication between the East and the 
great West, and whereas, an opinivn prevails that while 
it is unknown what tolls will be charged on coal and 
lumber on the Lehigh navigation, persons may be de- 
terred from subscribing to the Stock of the Susque- 
hanna and Lehigh Canal, a jealousy existing that, inas- 
much as the Lehigh Company have authority, by their 
charter, to assess a toll on the lockage nearly equal to 
five cents per ton per mile, they might not permit other 
coal to pass on the navigation at a reasonable rate, lest 
it should enter into competition with the coal from ther 
own mines—Therefore— 


Resolved, That immediately on the completion of the 
Lehigh navigation to Wright's creek, now in progress 
and to be finistied in 1836, when a general trade may 
be anticipated upon it, the toll on Coal and on Lumber 
in boats, that may enter the navigation at any point in 
the second grand section of the Lehigh river,—viz: 
between the mouth of Nesquehoning creek and Stod- 
dartsville,—shall not exceed one cent per ton per mile 
on Mineral Coal, and one cent and a quarter per thou- 
sand feet, board measure, per mile on I.umber in boats, 
throughout the whole distance that such freight may 
be transported on the Lehigh navigation, Provided, that 
the tolls on the Morris Canal, the Delaware and Raritan 
Canal, or the Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania 


Canal, shall not be raised above their present rates on 
those articles, 
Published by order of the Board, 
EDWIN WALTER, Secretary. 


From the United States Gazette. 
THE SEASONS. 


A friend, whois an observer of the times and sea- 
sons, has handed us the subjoined notice of the dates in 
different years, when he began to use fires in bis sitting 
room. Kk will serve to show the variation of times and 
scasons. 


In 1823 had fire on the 9th of 9th mo. 


1824 ‘é 95 ‘ sé 
1825 ‘6 10 cc Oe 
1826 “ce 17 ss 6s 
1827 “6 8 sc 8066 
1828 ‘6 7 10 ‘é 
1829 s¢ 11 >- 
1830 és 18 9.2 4 
1831 66 7 10 « 
1832 66 16 i909 « 
1835 "4 19 10 * 
1834 66 50 oe 
1835 o 15 ie 





THE WEATHER, 


The weather for the last eight days has been cool 
for the season, particularly the mornings and evenings, 
The wind has been principally trom N. E to E, witha 
very chilly atmosphere. Persons who would wish to 
escape from fever and ague, should keep themselves 
warmly clad, and avoid the night air as much as possi- 
ble; and never, on any account, set in a draft, when in 
a state of perspiration. More than half the sickness and 
ill-health in the world is brought on by imprudence.— 
** A prudent man forseeth the evil and shunneth it.”— 
The mercury in a thermometer, which is kept in the 
open air, facing the north, the year round, has ranged 
as follows: 


Sept. 11, at 6 A. M. 55, and at mid-day 70. 
‘ do 


12 do 60 67. 
ss 13 do 60 do 70. 
“s 14 do 59 do 68. 
“OS do 42 do 65. 
16 do 43 do 65. 
90 67 do 51 do 68, 
“« 18 do 56 do 75. 
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THE REGISTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 26, 1835, 








A Sarr.—On the 12th instant was launched from 
Van Dusen’s Ship Yard, Kensington, the ship John M. 
Gosler, upwards of 500 tons burthen. ‘* The keel was 
laid on the first of July last—the vessel built and 
launched in fifty-seven toorking days, from the time of 
laying the keel. She was built for Mr. John M’Crea, 
and is intended for the India trade. Several vessels 
aré now on the stocks. 


A a | 


Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 


The publication office of the Register has been re- 
moved from Franklin Place, to No. 61, in the Arcade, 
West Avenue, up stairs. 
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